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AUSTERITY 


Divisions deepen 
as Tories plot 
more austerity 


TORY CHANCELLOR George 
Osborne’s autumn statement 
plans to lock Britain into 

a decade of austerity. 

It marks an intensification 
in the Tories’ austerity drive— 
but also reveals divisions at 
the heart of their project. 

These divisions mean we 
have an opportunity to push 
them back. 


HEALTH SERVICE 


Junior doctors 
vote to strike 
against Tories 


THE FIGHT for the NHS is 
on as junior doctors were 
set to walk out on Tuesday 
of next week in the first of 
three planned walkouts. 

Yannis Gourtsoyannis 
sits on the British Medical 
Association’s (BMA) junior 
doctors’ committee. He said, 
“We want you to stand with 
us to defend the NHS.” 


PARIS ATTACKS 
Muslims suffer 
‘ ‘ ’ 
DAVID CAMERON wants Britain to join a new war. jae occupation of Iraq and the sectarian state it fear and terror 
He is pushing for a vote to bomb Syria and claims installed created the conditions for Isis to grow. after ra cist ral ds 


this will make Britain’s streets safer. More bombing will mean more carnage and 

But the West has waged years of imperialist , destruction for Syrians already suffering at the 
wars in the Middle East and everyone’s streets ci = aa | hands of a brutal dictator and the forces of 
are more dangerous. . : as i Isis. It will create more terror. We must 


THE BELGIAN capital Brussels 

was in lockdown last weekend 
Be protest to stop it. after the government 

DAVID CAMERON fiat announced a terrorism alert. 


Cc ied id af 
DAY OF PROTEST AGAINST WAR 28 NOVEMBER f givietssresmes? 
Say no to British bombing of Syria Go to stopwar.org.uk for more details erp lerees nee to 


In fact, the West’s last invasion and 
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THE THINGS 
THEY SAY 


“We were simply 
f*cked anyway’ 
Former Liberal Democrat MP 


Nick Harvey explains what 
went wrong with the party 


‘Imperil our 
civilisation’ 
Ukip leader Nigel Farage 


explains the threat posed by 
refugees 


‘I hope that 
whatever he’s 
doing, he’s 
enjoying himself’ 
House of Commons speaker 
John Bercow wonders where 
Tory health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt has got to during a 


debate on the proposed junior 
doctors’ strike 


‘ i Oliver Letwin refuses to 
Every time you It is distributing material mocked release the 1984 Joint Intelligence 
think that things Lcd ae ei GUS PL ee Committee paper JIC (84) 
; “Axing our armed forces” i. (N)45 “Soviet Union: concern ; 
can t get any poe sng she: monarchy a” about a surprise Nato attack”. 
th d ’ Hand over the Falklands to Argentina Apparently the Russians were | 
worse, tney do The legal small print at the bottom scrted that the US and Britain » QI seconds 


Unison leader Dave Prentis 
considers the Labour Party 


sy 
David Cameron not mentioning 
the increase in claimed cost 

of Trident to £41 billion in his 
speech on defence spending 


‘ oe) 
Communist 

Former Tory minister Liam Fox 

MP heckles Green MP CAroline 

Lucas for opposing Trident 

renewal 


‘Everyone of you 
robots’ 


Labour’s John Woodcock 
attacks the Scottish Nationalist 
Party MPs as his contribution 
to the Trident debate 


You'Ae ALL 
FYCKED * 
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Cameron's telling porkies 
over cost of Pig Force One 


DAVID CAMERON is to get 
a jet. But his figures don’t 
add up. 

And the plane will be 
based on the PM’s doorstep, 
at RAF Brize Norton in his 
Oxfordshire constituency. 

The plan is to convert an 
RAF A330 Voyager air tanker. 

Downing Street said the 
plane will cost £2,000 an 
hour to fly. 

In truth it will be about 
double that. It already cost 
£152 million to buy the 
plane before it gets done up 
to prime ministerial stand- 
ards. The total cost before 
the plane flies will be around 
£200 million. 

Former Labour leader 
Tony Blair tried to order his 
own Blair Force One aircraft, 
but the plan was scrapped 
when Gordon Brown became 
prime minister. 

The millionaire Tory will 


use the plane to cruise in 
style at 35,000 feet as he bids 
to impress other world lead- 
ers on Official visits. 

Perhaps Pig Force One 
could visit the 1 percent’s 
new airport terminal. 

Los Angeles international 
airport is to build a special 
terminal to allow celebrities, 
sports stars and the world’s 
wealthy to glide directly from 
limo to first class. 

It will cost £900 per trip 
to use the new terminal, 
which will include exclusive 
lounges, dedicated catering 
and separate security and 
border checkpoints. 

But it is a bargain com- 
pared to the Windsor Suite 
at London’s Heathrow. 

Once reserved for the 
royal family and visiting 
heads of state, now any oik 
can get in with £2,000 in 
loose change. 


THE OLDHAM West by-election 
has brought out the best in Ukip. 


identifies the leaflet as the work 


of the Ukip election agent. 


More guns 
needed 


THE RAF was searching 
for a Russian submarine 
it said was off the 
coast of Scotland. 

An RAF plane, a 
Royal Navy frigate 
and submarine were 
also involved in the 
impoprtant search. 

But because Britain 
scrapped specialist 
sub-hunting aircraft 
five years ago, French 
and Canadian aircraft 
were also involved. 

This story appeared 
in the newspapers 
on the same day 
that David Cameron 
announced increases 
in defence spending. 

This was entirely 
coincidental. 


Get in 
touch with 
Socialist 
Worker 


I 
Sympathy with those who leave 


UK to join fighters in Syria 
a4 


British non-Muslims (March) 


CAMERONS'’ DREAM plane 


CABINET OFFICE minister 


were about to launch an attack 
on them. 


mA lot #Some =None #Don't know 


Muslims (November) 


People still believe The Sun 


THE SUN newspaper’s 
Monday front page led 
with the claim that one 
in five British Muslims 
have sympathy with 
people travelling abroad 
to fight on the side 
of jihadis in Syria. 

In an remarkably 


Email reports@ 
ROO EHSAN CIRCORULS 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 


Twitter @socialistworker 


rare event it turns 
out to be rubbish. 

This assertion is based 
on a polling question 
asking if respondents have 
“sympathy with young 
Muslims who leave the UK 
to join fighters in Syria”. 

Respondents were 


Newsdesk 
020 7840 5656 
Circulation 
020 7819 5601 


allowed to say whether 
they had “a lot”, “some” or 
“no” sympathy with such 
people travelling to Syria. 
People travelling to 
Syria are not necessarily 
going to fight on the side 
of jihadis. And it’s a bit 
of a rubbish question. 


Write to 
Socialist Worker 
_ PO Box 71327 
” London 
SE11 9BW 


Keep the 
Christians off 
Christmas 


THERE IS no ban on 
Christian advertising. 
There is no ban on people 
wearing crucifixes either. 

An agency decided 
a Church of England 
ad might upset people 
going to the cinema so it 
decided not to take it. 

The Church of 
England got itself on 
the front pages of the 
Daily Mail, the Times 
and all over the BBC. 

It was a great way of 
getting far more free 
advertising than you 
would ever have been 
able to pay for by putting 
your ad in a cinema. 

Don’t let the Church 
muscle in on Christmas. 


was added to the 
average time it takes for 
a fire crew to get toa 
house fire last year. It is 
now seven minutes and 
45 seconds 


Fire stations have closed 
and 7,000 frontline staff 


have lost their jobs under 
the Tories 


Expenses sign 
of the times for 
Wirral MP 


A LABOUR MP spent 
more than £200 putting 
up a sign declaring 
herself an MP—just 
months after she blew 
our cash taking it down. 

Alison McGovern 
had been forced to take 
down the sign before 
the general election. 

The Wirral South 
MP and Progress chair 
spent £144 removing 
references to ‘MP’ from 
her constituency office 
before the May ballot. 

She then spent £204 on 
having the sign denoting 
her elected status back up. 


INTERNATIONAL 
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Muslims suffer “fear and 


terror’ after racist raids 


by DAVE SEWELL 


THE BELGIAN capital Brussels 
was in lockdown last weekend 
after the government announced 
a terrorism alert. 

The Metro underground rail net- 
work was shut while the army 
patrolled deserted streets. And cops 
carried out raid after raid. 

Farida Aarrass is part of the Parents 
Campaign against Police Violence in 
the borough of Molenbeek. 

She told Socialist Worker that 
there were “loads more raids in 
quite a few homes” on Friday of 
last week. 

“You could hear terrified children 
shouting and crying,” she said. 

“We were all saddened by the 
attacks in Paris, but we never thought 
we'd be demonised for it. Now every- 
one here is frightened. 

“It’s becoming unbearable. All the 
parents are worried that their chil- 
dren could be beaten, locked up or 
taken away as terrorists—which 
they’re not.” 

Europe’s media has singled out 
Molenbeek—home to many Muslims 
and north African migrants—as a 
“capital of jihad”. 

In France far right bestselling 
author Eric Zemmour even called for 
it to be bombed. 

Farida said, “The reality is nothing 
like the message that’s being spread. 


Stigmatising 

“That’s about stigmatising a whole 
Muslim community, to spread fear 
and terror and justify new repressive 
measures.” 

Molenbeek’s high crime rate has 
been reported as an undisputed 
fact, but it’s only slightly above the 
Brussels average. 

Poverty levels are starker. 
Unemployment is high—over 40 per- 
cent for under 25s. 

Molenbeek is in the heart of 


After the 
Paris 
attacks— 
the case 
against war 


Stop the War Coalition public 
meeting 
Conway Hall, London WC1R, 
Tuesday 1 December, 6.30-8.30pm. 
Speakers include Tariq Ali and 
Salma Yaqoob. 
stopwar.org.uk 
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Brussels. Rich and poor live side by 
side. 

The establishment consensus is 
that Belgium’s fractured political 
system has stopped it “tackling” sup- 
posed problem areas. 

But Nordine Saidi, an activist 
in the Brussels Panthers campaign 
group, told Socialist Worker, “The 
daily presence of the police is one of 


ARMED POLICE carry out a raid in Molenbeek, Brussels, last week 
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the main reasons people feel unsafe. 

“They come down in huge num- 
bers, creating a sense of being under 
siege, encircled by an occupying 
army. 

“There have been serious incidents 
linked to these interventions, often 
classed as ‘anti-terrorist’. 

“People stopped by the police expe- 
rience ethnic profiling, humiliation 


and racist language. And if they resist 
they are charged.” 

The clampdown in Belgium mir- 
rors that in France, where a state of 
emergency has let police carry out 
raids without seeking warrants. 

They raided almost 1,000 homes 
and other buildings last week. 

Anti-terror cops with machine 
guns were even used to evict squat- 
ters in Lille. 

A police source told local newspa- 
per Voice of the North, “Since they’re 
mobilised at the moment, we’re 
making the most of it.” 


Disarray 

But the repression has overwhelm- 
ingly targeted Muslims. Cops have 
raided several mosques and left them 
in disarray. 

At Aubervilliers, near Saint Denis, 
cops turned down the offer of a key 
to the mosque, preferring to knock 
the door down. 

Police evacuated a train to jump 
on one man, reported for watching 
an action film while bearded and 
wearing gloves. 

This repression has given racists 
confidence. 

The Collective Against 
Islamophobia in France reports a 
sharp rise in Muslims reporting 
harassment. 

Farida said Belgium had also seen 
a “rise in racism and Islamophobia”. 

She said, “Those with small chil- 
dren are becoming afraid to take 
them to school. 

“Those with older children call 
them all the time to check they are 
ok.” 

The alert has now been extended 
to at least the end of this week. 

Farida said, “These measures will 
let the cops behave even worse.” 


What's your story? 


Email with your ideas 
reports @socialistworker.co.uk 
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West’s intervention caused Mali chaos 


UNIDENTIFIED GUNMEN stormed 
the Radisson luxury hotel in Mali’s 
capital of Bamako on Friday of last 
week. They killed at least 27 people. 

French, US, United Nations (UN), 
and Malian government troops 
surrounded and assaulted the hotel. 

Mali’s government declared a ten- 
day national emergency in response 
to the attacks. 

More French and US troops have 
been sent to Mali. 

The Islamist Al Mourabitoun, al 
Qaida in the Islamic Maghreb and 
the Macina Liberation Front all 
claimed responsibility. 

After decades of repression 
Tuareg separatists fought against 
the Malian government to win 
independence for the northern 


FIGURE IT OUT 


27 
99 
23 


people were killed by 
unidentified gunmen at 
a hotel in Mali on Friday 
of last week 


years since Mali gained 
independence in 1960, 
after decades of French 
colonialism 


years Mali endured a 
military dictatorship, 
from 1968 until protests 
forced it out in 1991 


region of Azawad in 2012. 

Initially the Tuareg dominated 
in a civil war but Islamic militias 
pushed them aside. 

Armed Islamist groups have 
flourished across North Africa in 
recent years partly due to the fallout 
of the bombing of Libya in 2011. 

In 2013 France bombed Mali and 
sent troops into the country to prop 
up a military government that took 
over in a coup. 

France already maintains a 
garrison of more than 3,000 troops, 
tasked with open-ended “counter- 
terror” in the region. There are 
10,000 UN troops in the country. 

As elsewhere in the region 
repeated foreign intervention has 
not brought peace. 


STATE LIES 
Cops’ case 
crumbles 
in France 


POLICE FIRED some 
5,000 rounds of 
ammunition into a flat in 
Saint Denis near Paris on 
Wednesday of last week. 

They claimed they 
had found terrorist 
“mastermind” Abdelhamid 
Abaaoud there. 

The building is falling 
apart. So is their story. 

Unit commander Jean- 
Michel Fauverge claimed 
“heavy fire” from the “true 
professionals” inside “never 
stopped”. 

But they found only one 
pistol and no automatic 
weapons. Confusion then 
reigned over the identities 
of three people who died in 
the raid. For instance, The 
Daily Mail printed pictures 
of a woman it claimed 
was Europe’s “first female 
suicide bomber”. 

It later transpired to be 
another woman entirely. 

Cops dragged one man 
into the street naked to 
arrest him. 


Wounded 

Police bullets almost killed 
63 year old Egyptian 
Ahmed, and wounded his 
arm. When interviewed 
afterwards, he was told 

to leave France or be 
deported. The other 70 
people whose homes were 
destroyed have been left 
living in a municipal gym 
ever since. 

Many are from migrant 
backgrounds. 

After seeing their 
conditions, local councillor 
Madjid Messaoudene 
said, “Some would call 
this contempt, others 
state racism—I think it’s a 
stinking mixture of both.” 


ON THE WEB 


Top five hits this week on 
www-.socialistworker.co.uk 


After the Paris 
attacks—no to racism, 
no to war 


”, Moazzam Begg says, 
resist ‘the state of 
| fear’ 


Our job is to defeat 
imperialism, not Isis 


Media and politicians 
ramp up racism after 
killings 


Junior doctors vote to 
take on the Tories in a 
fight for the NHS 
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NEWS & COMMENT 


Don't let the 


Tories turn 
tragedy into 


anew war 


David Cameron wants to exploit the 
shock of the Paris attacks to start 
bombing Syria, reports Judith Orr 


PRIME MINISTER David Cameron 
has stepped up the war drive in 
the wake of the Paris attacks. 

He has announced that he plans 
to push for a House of Commons 
vote on bombing Syria as soon as 
next week. 

He wants to take advantage of the 
mood of panic that has shifted the 
political landscape to the right since 
the attacks. 

The warmongers have been 
helped by a United Nations (UN) 
vote on Friday of last week support- 
ing attacks on Isis. The resolution 
said that Isis “constitutes a global 
and unprecedented threat to inter- 
national peace and security.” 

It went on to call on UN member 
states “that have the capacity to do 
so to take all necessary measures ... 
on the territory under the control 
of” Isis. 

Russia was being denounced for 
its airstrikes only weeks ago. Now 
it is working in coordination with 
the West. Demands that the dicta- 
tor Bashar al-Assad must go have 
been dropped. 

Crispin Blunt is the Tory chair 
of the Foreign Affairs Select 
Committee, which had come out 
against bombing. Now he says its 
conditions have been met. 

The Paris attacks and UN vote 
have emboldened Labour MPs who 


BACK STORY 
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The United Nations voted to back 
airstrikes against Isis last week 


@A US-led coalition has already 
been bombing Isis-held territory 
in Iraq and Syria since last year 


®@Britain joined the raids on Iraq, 
but Cameron lost a Commons 
vote on bombing Syria in 2013 


@Russia and France both began 
bombing Syria in recent months 


@Russia backs Syrian dictator 
Bashar al-Assad who the West 
originally wanted to bomb—but 
they are now working together 


support bombing and further iso- 
lated Jeremy Corbyn. 

Corbyn’s anti-war stance was a 
significant part of his leadership 
victory but it is increasingly belea- 
guered (see page 7). 


Labour 

He allowed shadow foreign sec- 
retary Hilary Benn to brief that 
Labour would back action if it had 
UN support. 

Corbyn had still not announced if 
Labour MPs will be whipped to vote 
against war as Socialist Worker went 
to press. There is a fear of the crisis 
any mass rebellion and subsequent 


A Russian airstrike on the Syrian village of al Ghantu last month 


— rr — 
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resignations could provoke. 

Even Corbyn’s close allies John 
McDonnell and Diane Abbott are 
talking about the possibility of a 
“free vote”. 

Scottish first minister Nicola 
Sturgeon said she is “prepared to 
listen” to Cameron’s case for bomb- 
ing Syria. 

Scottish National Party foreign 
affairs spokesperson Alex Salmond 
said he had not heard “anything yet 
that would convince us that being 
the 13th country to start bombing in 
Syria is going to make any material 
difference whatsoever to anything”. 

But he said it would back action 


FIGURE IT OUT 


22 


incidents of concern 
when airstrikes by the 
US-led coalition may 
have killed civilians 

in Iraq and Syria last 
month. Up to 102 may 
have been killed 


incidents of concern 
l 4 involving Russian air 

strikes in Syria, with a 

possible death toll of 


up to 730 civilians 


Source: AirnWars.OrG 


DAVID CAMERON eyeing up some 


‘military hardware earlier this week 


if the bombing was part of a UN 
“strategy for peace”. 

Plaid Cymru leader Leanne Wood, 
who had opposed the Iraq war, has 
also said Cameron’s case for war will 
be “listened to”. 

But there is no case for Britain 
joining the war. 


Targets 
Blunt admitted that so many coun- 
tries are already bombing Syria that 
“it’s a shortage of targets rather than 
of aircraft that is the coalition’s prin- 
cipal military constraint.” 

He said the war drive was more 
about ministers’ “embarrassment” 


internationally at having their posi- 
tion “restrained by parliament”. 

We have to organise to stop the 
warmongers. Any bombing is not 
about protecting civilians in Britain 
or Syria from violence. 

It is about imposing the West’s 
interest on the region—and the 
people who will pay the heaviest 
price are the Syrians themselves. 


Don't Bomb Syria 


Protest at Downing Street 
Saturday 28 November, 


12 noon-2pm 
Stop the War Coalition stopwar.org 


Whistleblowers slam drones 


FOUR former US 
air force drone 
operators have come 
out publicly against 
Western drone strikes. 
They said the 
resulting casualties, 
including innocent 
civilians, “fuelled the 
feelings of hatred that 
ignited terrorism and 


of a Hellfire missile 
and drones buzzing 
overhead is the only 
thing that a lot of 
these people know of 
the United States or 
Britain.” 

He went on, “We 
cannot sit silently by 
and witness tragedies 
like the attacks in 


groups like Isis”. 
One of the whistle 
blowers, Cian 
Westmoreland, said 
strikes can seem 


Cian Westmoreland 


“politically expedient” 
but “in the long 
term the bad side 


Paris, knowing the 
devastating effects 
the drone program 
has overseas and at 
home.” 


Picture: NumBer 10 Downine St 


An intervention will shed 
even more Syrian blood 


by GHAYATH NAISSE, 
Syrian socialist, 
Revolutionary Left Current 


THE US has used the 
excuse of fighting Isis 
to intervene in Iraq 
again and in Syria. 
But the coalition 
it leads has flown 
thousands of air raids 
without any decisive 
impact on Isis. 
Fighting Isis is being used as a 
pretext by the regime’s allies— 
Russia, and before that Iran 
and Hezbollah—to expand their 
military intervention in Syria too. 
These forces aim to preserve 
the Assad regime. The popular 
movement is on the retreat and 
counter-revolution is advancing. 
Isis has allowed regional and 
international powers to argue 
for intervention in Syria, not in 
order to save its people. 
Instead they want to divide 
up interests and spheres of 
influence. 
The British government is 


Ghayath Naisse 


Fight back as 
Islamophobia 
surges from 

scapegoating 


ANTI-RACISTS ARE getting 
organised to combat the increased 
Islamophobia faced by Muslims 
(see pages 10&11). 

In east London over 100 people 
gathered for a meeting organised 
by Stand up to Racism (SUTR), 
University of East London Students’ 
Union and the Muslim charity 
Mend. 

Jamal, a student at Newham 
college, told Socialist Worker, 

“I’m a Muslim, |’ve seen Muslims 
harassed, especially women and 
this needs to be addressed. It’s 
important to meet like this to talk 
about what to do. 

Speakers included former 
Guantanamo prisoner Moazzam 
Begg. He said that politicians 
“time and time again want to 
put a wedge between us” and 
tell Muslims they don’t belong in 
Britain. 

“They want to break our will,” 
he said—but was defiant that they 
could be stopped. 

Weyman Bennett from SUTR 
said, “Attacks on Muslims are an 
attack on us all.” 

Khalid, a student, told Socialist 
Worker, “Muslims are sometimes 
seen as no more than animals. 
It’s great to see non-Muslims 
supporting us. I’m surprised and 
grateful. It’s given me confidence.” 


If you would like to organise a Stand 
Up to Racism meeting in your area 
go to standuptoracism.org.uk 


also seeking to divide 
up influence in the 
region, at the cost of 
more destruction and 
the shedding of more 
Syrian blood. 
| Isis is born out 
of the destruction 
and devastation 
of imperialist 
interventions, the 
brutality of the 
dictatorial regimes 
and defeats of the revolutions. 

When Britain and the US 
intervened in Iraq they destroyed 
the country and tortured the 
people. The rise of Isis was a 
result. 

Intervention worsens the 
cycle of killing, destruction and 
devastation and the pain of the 
Syrian people. 

What Syrians need today is to 
stop the bombing, murder, death 
spiral—not more bombs and 
battleships and missiles. 

Let the Syrian people decide 
their fate freely—to build Syria 
with freedom, equality and social 
justice. 


WHAT WE THINK 


NO LIES OR EXCUSES CAN 
JUSTIFY CAMERON’S WAR 


HE RULING class is 

going all out with a flood 

of spin and lies to win us 

to a new war. 

Having failed before, 

David Cameron is using a new 
tack. He claims that unlike last 
time, when he lost a vote in 
parliament to attack dictator 
Bashar al-Assad’s forces, it is not 
just about bombing. 

He says he has a full plan to 
bring peace and stability to Syria 
and that it is all about what 
happens afterwards. 

This gives cover to those 
Labour MPs who want to go 
to war without being seen as 
warmongers. But saying you 
will support reconstruction of 
a country after you have helped 
destroy it doesn’t make waging 
war alright. 

These MPs are also using the 
fact that the United Nations (UN) 
has backed a war against Isis. But 
the UN isn’t some benevolent 
institution making states act in the 
interests of ordinary people. 

In reality it is a tool of the 
imperialist nations to most 
effectively impose their will behind 
the fig leaf of international laws. 

But now the supposedly 
reluctant Labour bombers can use 


DRUG BARONS’ SICK SCAM 


RUGS COMPANY Pfizer is 

to take over rival Allergan 

in a record-breaking deal. 
It will create the world’s largest 
drug manufacturer, valued at 
£212 billion. 

In a clever accounting move the 
smaller company allegedly took 
over the big one. 

Allergan is based in Ireland, 
home to a 12.5 percent corporate 
tax rate. Before the takeover 
Pfizer was paying 25.5 percent in 
the US. Not any more. 

This is called “inversion” and it’s 


the mealy mouthed excuse that 
new attacks have been deemed 
legitimate. 

Having UN approval does not 
make the bombs dropped any less 
lethal. It doesn’t stop civilians dying 
or their homes being destroyed. 

There are dissenting voices in 
the ruling class. Some say bombing 
isn’t enough without ground 
troops. 

Some argue that such ground 
troops should be Arab soldiers. 

The implication is that this 
is more respectful of regional 
independence. 

But it’s all the better for the 
West if its interests can be met by 
using proxy armies. 

After the disasters of 


The bombs 
dropped won't be 
any less deadly 
for having UN 


approval 
SSS 


a wheeze for companies to avoid 
billions in tax. 

Burger King became Canadian 
by buying a donut company. 

Ireland already has the world’s 
largest banana company to go with 
its largest drugs company. 

At £2.5 trillion, the total value 
of such deals so far this year 
exceeds the previous yearly high, 
set in 2007 just before the last 
financial crash. 

But as well as the madness 
of global tax avoidance there is 
another pressure. Corporate 


Get Socialist Worker 
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Afghanistan and Iraq the British 
ruling class wants to stick to 
dropping bombs from a great 
height. 

As callous as they can be about 
the lives of their own troops, they 
value those of the Syrians below 
even less. They fear that Western 
casualties could turn public 
opinion at home against war. 

Now the politicians talk about 
winning the war in weeks and 
setting up peace talks. 

The majority of Syrians will 
have no say in who will impose 
“peace” and who will be at the 
table. 

But every imperialist state 
wants in on the carve-up so they 
can have a say in the future of 
Syria and the region. Cameron 
wants to bomb so he doesn’t get 
left out. 

Many people voted for Jeremy 
Corbyn as Labour leader so 
that the Tories would face a real 
opposition in Westminster. 

But the pro-war Labour MPs on 
the benches around Corbyn have 
no shame. They are clamouring to 
support Cameron’s plans. 

We need to show them what 
opposition really is. We have to 
mobilise everyone who wants to 
stop this new war. 


self-interest comes before people’s 
lives. 

Research is merely to get the 
best patent not the best drug. 

A level of duplication in 
research means the new company 
expects to save £1.4 billion on 
cuts regardless of the tax breaks 
it gets. 

The next generation of drugs 
to treat major killers are at the 
whims of stock market investors’ 
tax scams. 

That is a sickness at the centre 
of the system. 
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Corbyn concessions 
will weaken the left 


THE LABOUR Party under Jeremy Corbyn is experiencing 
very powerful forces of attraction and repulsion. 

On the one hand, the influx of new members continues. 
Party membership is now 380,000, close to the recent peak 
of 400,000 in 1997. Moreover, sections of the radical left 
outside Labour are reconsidering their position. 

Left Unity was founded a couple of years ago to offer an 
alternative to Labour. It decided last weekend to remain an 
independent organisation, but not to run candidates against 
Labour while Corbyn is leader. 

On Friday of this week the Fire Brigades Union will decide 
whether or not to reaffiliate to the Labour Party. 

On the other hand, the backlash from the right wing 
party establishment Corbyn has inherited from the New 
Labour era is getting stronger. We have a steady trickle of 
well-publicised resignations by business donors, comics and 
columnists. 

Much more serious, however, is the offensive against 
Corbyn being mounted by the Labour right that dominates 
the shadow cabinet and the parliamentary Labour Party. 

Not a day passes without an act of defiance of the party 
leader by some parliamentarian that would have earned 
instant withdrawal of the whip, if not expulsion, in the era of 
Tony Blair and Gordon Brown. 

The Paris attacks have led to a step change in the ferocity 
of the assault on Corbyn. Clearly the Labour right now scents 
blood. They feel they have an issue on which they can—with 
the Tories’ help—break him. 

The Blairites’ behaviour is contemptible. The old 
monsters—David Blunkett, Charles Clarke, John Reid— 
have started crawling out of their lairs. Someone should 
tell them that, as cabinet ministers under Blair, they share 
responsibility for the deaths in terrorist attacks that are a 
direct, predictable consequence of the invasion of Iraq. 

Corbyn makes more or less this point himself. In Bristol 
last Saturday he said, “For the past 14 years, Britain has been 
at the centre of a succession of disastrous wars that have 
brought devastation to large parts of the wider Middle East. 

“They have increased, not diminished, the threats to our 
own national security.” 


Equivocal 

But overall his approach has been much too equivocal. This 
is evident not only in his ducking and diving over shoot- 
to-kill. More fundamentally, Corbyn has said “any military 
response” to Paris must have “not only consent, but support 
of the international community and, crucially, legality from 
the United Nations”. 

This is not the position that he, along with Tony Benn, 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, and the Socialist 
Workers Party, took over the 1991 Gulf War. We all opposed 
the military action, even though it was authorised by a 
UN Security Council Resolution 678 in November 1990. 

The anti-war movement in Britain has consistently argued 
that UN “legality” can’t make a bad war good. We oppose 
continuing the cycle of military intervention and terrorist 
atrocity that drags us into worse and worse disasters. 

The UN Security Council on Friday of last week passed a 
resolution calling on member states “to take all necessary 
measures” against Isis. This pulls the rug from under Corbyn. 

This muddle points to the danger that his concessions to 
the right can weaken the left as a whole. 

Of course, we all want to support Corbyn’s struggle to 
change Labour. This, presumably, is why Left Unity took the 
decision that they did. But this can’t mean simply defending 
his hesitations. 

Corbyn’s strength remains his popular support. The New 
Statesman conceded that, because of Blairite resignations, 
“the party has moved leftwards since the Labour leadership 
election. Were Corbyn to be challenged and defend his 
position, many believe he would win an even larger victory.” 

Instead of manoeuvring to appease the unappeasable 
right, Corbyn should start laying down the law to them. 

His current strategy seems to be to transform Labour into 
a socialist party with the agreement of the Blairite holdovers. 
This is an inner-party version of the reformist project of 
changing society with the consent of the ruling class. 

It doesn’t work on the larger scale and it won’t work 
within Labour. 


Divisions deepen as Tories 
plot a new austerity assault 


The Tories want 
savage new cuts— 
but activists can take 
advantage of their 
divisions, writes 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 


TORY chancellor George 
Osborne’s autumn state- 
ment plans to lock Britain 
into a decade of austerity. 

He was set to announce 
plans on Wednesday of this 
week to slash public spend- 
ing by up to 50 percent for 
“unprotected” departments 
during the next ten years. 

It marks an intensifica- 
tion in the Tories’ austerity 
drive—but also reveals divi- 
sions at the heart of their 
project. 

The Tories’ defeat in the 
House of Lords over pro- 
posed tax credit cuts last 
month forced them look at 
“softening their impact”. But 
this has meant scrabbling 
around to find £4 billion in 
cuts elsewhere. 

Hated welfare minister 
Iain Duncan Smith fought off 
attempts to rob his flagship 
“universal credit”—so hous- 
ing benefits may get the chop 
instead. 

Tenants renting in the pri- 
vate sector could be an aver- 
age of £570 a year worse off, 
while those in social housing 
could lose £460. 


Allowance 
This attack comes on top 
of the cap on local housing 
allowance for private tenants 
and the rent hike for council 
house tenants. 

Duncan Smith wants to 
slash the welfare budget by 
21 percent by 2020. 

Sajid Javid’s Business, 
Innovation and Skills 


Undercover re 


THE Metropolitan Police 
has conceded that the 
relationships undercover 
cops had with women 
were “an abuse of police 
power”. 

The Met apologised 
and said the relationships 
violated women’s human 
rights. 

Confidential settlements 
with seven women were 
agreed last week. A 
number of other cases are 
yet to be settled. 

The women were 
tricked into relationships 
with officers from 
Scotland Yard’s special 
demonstration squad and 


department will take one of 
the biggest hits—but Osborne 
has promised it won't be busi- 
ness that pays the price. 

Further and adult educa- 
tion budgets and funding 
for apprenticeships will be 
slashed even more instead. 
More than 100 college chairs 
have warned that cuts will tip 
them “over the precipice”. 

A firestorm will rip 
through local government. 


Undercover cop Jim Boyling 


ationships 


MARCHING AGAINST the Tories earlier this year (above) 


George Osborne (left) 


The Institute for Fiscal 
Studies (IFS) think tank 
has warned that grants 
to councils could fall by 
27 percent by 2020. 


Savings 

In theory the NHS will get 
a £10 billion injection—but 
only if it makes “efficiency 
savings” of £22 billion. 

And local government cuts 
will have a knock on effect on 
the already decimated social 
care sector, and fuel the NHS 
crisis (see page 20). 

But the Tories face a 
dilemma. In July the Office for 
Budget Responsibility (OBR) 
forecast a small £10 billion 
surplus for 2019/20. 

But with falling tax reve- 
nue and weaker growth the 
Tories now expect to borrow 
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£4 billion a year. That’s 
because austerity was never 
about cutting the deficit—it 
was always about squeez- 
ing more out of workers. So 
Osborne is more than happy 
to increase the terror budget 
by 30 percent. 

But the Tories haven’t 
managed to coax firms to 
invest, so it won’t be plain 
sailing for them. 

The People’s Assembly was 
set to hold protests across 
Britain to coincide with the 
Autumn statement. 

The divisions at the top 
means we have an opportu- 
nity to push them back. 


~~) Got a story? 
+} | Email ideas to reports@ 
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socialistworker.co.uk 


‘abuse of police power 


the national public order 
intelligence unit. The 
cops infiltrated campaign 
groups in the name 

of tackling “domestic 
extremism”. 

The women said that the 
case exposed serious and 
systematic abuse of power 
by undercover officers and 
their managers. 

Rosa was ina 
relationship for nine years 
with a man who called 
himself Jim Sutton. 

She had children with 
the officer, whose real 
name was Jim Boyling. 

Rosa said, “My life 
partner was fabricated by 


the state. He never existed. 

“He used his professional 
skills of deception and 
manipulation to try to 
control my feelings and 
actions. I lived in an 
abusive relationship with 
him.” 

Helen Steel said, “It isn’t 
like normal lying. They 
have the whole backing of 
the state they’ve got false 
driving licences, passports, 
jobs. You’ve got no chance 
against all of that.” 

Last year the Crown 
Prosecution Service 
announced that officers 
would not be charged with 
any offences. 
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Right wing 
Labour MPs 
undermine 


leadership 


Labour members support their left 
wing leader—but the right is on the 
offensive again, warns Nick Clark 


AS MANY as 66 percent of 
Labour Party members sup- 
port Jeremy Corbyn as Labour 
leader—despite attacks on him 
by Labour MPs. 

A poll published on Tuesday of 
this week showed that almost two 
thirds of Labour members think 
Corbyn is doing “well”. That’s up 
from the 59 percent of people who 
voted for him to be leader. 

The figures show the scale of the 
rift between ordinary Labour mem- 
bers and MPs in the Parliamentary 
Labour Party. 

Most Labour MPs would like to 
see Corbyn ousted. 

Many of them took the oppor- 
tunity to hammer him in the after- 
math of the Paris attacks. 

Corbyn had refused to say if he 
will give Labour MPs a free vote on 
any future debate in parliament on 
bombing Syria as Socialist Worker 
went to press (see pages 4&5). 

But deputy leader Tom Watson 
undermined him by saying it was 
for the shadow cabinet—not the 
leader—to decide whether MPs 
would be whipped. 

Meanwhile Labour MP Chuka 
Umunna even suggested that 
Corbyn’s opposition to war was a 
“disqualification from office”. 


Challenge 

And former leadership rival Liz 
Kendall said Corbyn had “failed to 
rise to the challenge” after the Paris 
attacks. 

Corbyn has even come under 
attack from Unison union leader 
Dave Prentis. Last Sunday Prentis 
said Labour needed to “get its act 
together” to win the next election. 

Corbyn has started to bow under 
the pressure. 

On Monday of last week he said 
that he was “not happy” with police 
shooting to kill suspected terrorists. 
The next day he said police should 
take whatever action is “proportion- 
ate and strictly necessary”. 

In another concession to the 
right, Corbyn has focused his oppo- 
sition to the Tories’ new cuts on 
those to police. And last Saturday 


Prominent Labour MPs took the 
opportunity to hammer Jeremy 
Corbyn after the Paris attacks 


Others on the right of the party 
made hay with poor polling in 
the coming Oldham by-election 

Even Unison union leader Dave 
Prentis has laid into Corbyn 


Corbyn’s team has responded 
by appeasing the right on 
bombing Syria and police cuts 

But a poll of members shows 
that the left wing leader has won 
support at the base 


he said Labour would “consider” 
Tory proposals to bomb Syria. 

Tuesday’s poll showed that 
33 percent of the general public 
support Corbyn. And Labour can- 
vassing in Oldham West and 
Royton suggests that its support 
could be halved in the by election 
set to take place there on Thursday 
3 December. 

Oldham is a Labour stronghold— 
but the racist Ukip party hopes to 
capitalise on a poor Labour vote. 

The Labour right will use this 
to say Corbyn’s leadership makes 
Labour unelectable. 

Yet hundreds of thousands of 
people signed up to Labour to vote 
for Corbyn because he repre- 
sented an alternative to aus- 
terity and war. 

Concessions to the right 
will take Corbyn away 
from that base of support. 

We need to mobilise on 
the ground against bomb- 
ing, for a fight against 
the cuts and to 
stop the 
onslaught 
of the 
right. 
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FIREFIGHTERS AND teachers fighting cuts from the last Labour government 


r 
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Firefighters are better off outside of 
Labour—and fighting for themselves 


THE FIREFIGHTERS’ FBU union 
was set to meet on Friday of this 
week for a recall conference in 
Blackpool. Delegates were set to 
vote on whether or not to 
reaffiliate to the Labour Party. 

The FBU disaffiliated from 
Labour in 2004 after its fight with 
the then-Labour government over 
firefighters’ pay. 

Delegates at the 2007 FBU 
conference overwhelmingly 
rejected re-affiliation. 

FBU general 
secretary Matt | : 
Wrack 3 in 


opposed to reaffiliation then—but 
he is arguing for it now. 

In a circular to FBU members 
this month Wrack predicted three 
more years of cuts to the fire 
service. He said the FBU would 
have to keep campaigning against 
the cuts and the anti-union laws. 


Possibility 

He argued that the election of 
Jeremy Corbyn as Labour leader 
“represents the best possibility in 
a generation of putting workers’ 
issues, including firefighters’, at 
the heart of politics.” 

And he said the FBU could 
play a role in supporting Corbyn 
against the right. 

But fighting inside Labour and 
waiting until the next election 
could become a substitute for 

action. 

, | FBU member 
Simon Hickman said, 
)) “We're looking at 2020 
/) before Labour can get 

in. The Fire and Rescue 
service will be damaged 
/ beyond repair by then. 

/ “During the pensions 
| dispute we were told 
to wait for Labour and 


Deputy leader Tom Watson (left) said Labour’s whip on Syria wasn’t up to Corbyn (right) A 


the general election. Now that’s 
happened, what now?” 

Workers need political 
organisation. But reaffiliating 
to Labour won’t save jobs or 
fire stations in places such as 
Manchester, Northumberland and 
the West Midlands. 

The circular was clear that the 
FBU should not affiliate to Labour 
in Scotland and Northern Ireland. 

And it said that affiliation 
wouldn’t stop the FBU fighting 
cuts made by Labour-controlled 
fire authorities. 

But the FBU could still end up 
tied to a Labour Party that doesn’t 
back firefighters or their action. 

Simon said, “Some people 
have said that if the right get 
rid of Corbyn then we can just 
disaffiliate again. But I don’t think 
it’s that simple. Once we're in, 
we're in. 

“You don’t have to be in Labour 
to support Corbyn’s policies. We 
can have as much effect outside 
Labour as inside it. We’re still 
talking to shadow ministers.” 

He added, “It’s fantastic that 
there’s been a move to the left. 
But we’ve seen the limitations of 
Labour. It’s not the solution.” 
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Centre left lose 
Argentinian vote 


RIGHT WING candidate 
Mauricio Macri narrowly won 
the second round of Argentina’s 
presidential election last 
Sunday. 

His victory ends the centre 
left Peronists’ dominance. 
They've held office since the 
2001 debt crisis. 

Outgoing president Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner lost 
support amid economic crisis 
and corruption. 

Her party ran a right wing 
candidate to head off attacks 


Mauricio Macri 


from the right, but it gave her 
supporters less reason to vote. 
This is the first time an 
Argentine presidential election 
has gone to a second round. 


Greek workers 
demand full pay 


THOUSANDS OF temporary 
workers protested outside 
Greece's labour ministry on 
Thursday of last week. 

They were hired to fill 
gaps left by cuts—on worse 
conditions and lower wages 
than the workers they replaced. 

But most of their contracts 
are close to expiring. 

Local government unions 
called a short strike to 
allow workers to join the 
demonstration. They demand 
more are hired, with permanent 
contracts and full wages for all. 

Their action followed protests 
tens of thousands strong on 
Tuesday of last week. These 
marked 42 years since the 
uprising that brought down 
Greece's dictatorship. 


Workers in Greece are 
fighting against austerity 
imposed by the government 

A general strike earlier this 
month saw huge marches in 
the capital of Athens 


The workers were striking 
against plans to slash 
pensions by up to 40 percent 


This is part of a deal 
between Greece's government 
its international creditors 


Its creditors—the Troika— 
are demanding austerity 
measures as part of a 
“bailout” 


INTERNATIONAL@@% 


Fury after footage shows 


by DAVESEWELL 


GREEK coastguards 
appeared to be deliberately 
trying to sink refugee boats in 
shock footage released by the 
Turkish government last week. 

A man on the coastguard boat 
uses a long stick to jab at a dinghy 
loaded with around 60 refugees 
crossing the Aegean Sea to Greece. 

With thousands of deaths so far 
this year, such attacks risk drown- 
ing yet more people on Europe’s 
doorstep. 

Greek commander Athanasios 
Athanasopulos was reported to be 
“shocked”. 

Yet while horrific, such allega- 
tions don’t come out of the blue. 

Reports of “armed masked men” 
turning boats back or trying to sink 
them have circulated for months. 

And the police coastguards have 
form. In January 2014 a group of 
11 Afghans and Syrians, eight of 
them children, died near the Greek 
island of Farmakonisi. Coastguards 
were dragging their boat at high 
speed towards Turkey. 

Two months later Greek coast- 
guards fired live rounds at a small 
boat with 16 Syrians on board 
trying to reach the Greek island of 
Oinouses. Three were injured. 

At the other end of Greece, 
Macedonian authorities began 
clamping down on refugees trying 
to make their way deeper into 
Europe. 

Earlier this year thousands of 
refugees stormed the border open, 
creating a migration route Europe’s 
rulers have struggled to regain con- 
trol of. 

But last week Macedonian police 
began a process of sealing the 
border again. 


Restricted 

They restricted access to those from 
Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, as a 
prelude to even tighter closure. 

Humanitarian news agency Irin 
spoke to some of the people left 
behind near the village of Idomeni. 

“We are people too. Why don’t 
they let us cross?” asked Vakasamin 
from Pakistan. 

Yianni from Cameroon said, “I 
can’t go back to my country. We 
are also at war you know? We have 
Boko Haram. I need to continue 
with my studies and my life.” 

Armed police threatened refu- 
gees who tried to find other routes. 

But they continued to organ- 
ise and demand the border was 
reopened. 

Iranian refugees lay on a railway 
line to protest. 

Moroccan and Bangladeshi refu- 
gees held up homemade placards 
calling for “freedom”. Others went 
on hunger strike. 

Overnight temperatures fell to 


git 
REFUGEES WAIT 


six degrees below zero. 

Winter is taking a toll on refu- 
gees camped at Calais in northern 
France too. 

The second major fire in ten days 
ravaged the “Jungle” shantytown 
last weekend, destroying around 
50 tents and huts. 

Three people were hospitalised. 

Fire is a constant risk for people 
forced to live in tents and use naked 
flames to keep warm. 

A court ruling has ordered the 
authorities to provide access for 
emergency services, among other 
measures to improve the dire con- 
ditions. Instead of complying, they 
appealed the judgement. 

Politicians have used revelations 
that some of the Paris attackers 
entered Europe as refugees to call 
for more border closures. 

But the result will only be more 
people locked out in the cold in 
border camps from Idomeni to 
Calais—or dying at sea before they 
get that far. 


On other pages... 
Ly Detained and deported—how 
Tories treat Syrians>>Page 17 
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Anti-racist protest in 
France defies state ban 


AS THE French and Belgian 
states lock down after the 
attacks in Paris, protesters 
refuse to be silenced. 

Some 700 anti-racists and 
migrants rallied in support of 
refugees in Paris on Sunday 
of last week. Many of them 
marched in defiance of a 
ban—and a warning from the 
authorities that they could risk 
up to six months in prison. 

Activist Vanina Guidicelli told 
Socialist Worker, “It’s sending a 
message that we can continue 
to resist.” 

Cops are seeking charges 
against almost 60 of the 
protesters. And president 
Francois Hollande wants wide 
new powers including to strip 
people of French nationality, 
and to censor the media. He 
wants to make the measures 


available to military authorities 
in a “state of siege” part of 
normal civilian rule. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people had planned to march in 
Paris this Sunday on the eve of 
United Nations Cop21 summit 
on climate change. 

But prime minister Manuel 
Valls confirmed on Thursday of 
last week that protests would 
be banned. 

Some called for defying the 
ban. Thousands of people are 
expected to rally in the Place de 
la Republique square. 

Others have confirmed that 
they still plan actions on 
12 December. Friends of the 
Earth has urged supporters 
from Britain not to cancel 
travel plans as it will arrange 
an event for the day. 

More online. Go to bit.ly/1Xo7f{MW 


LETTERS 


Don’t sow 
confusion 


WE ARE seeing a spate of 
successful unofficial 
strikes. Great! But Raymie 
Kiernan writes of recent 
strikes, “After a show of 
hands they walked out, 
defied the law and got 
results. No one want to 
jail.” (Socialist Worker, 

21 November) 

But unofficial 
(unballoted) action is not 
illegal. No law is being 
defied by going on 
unofficial strike. No law 
says anything about 
imprisoning strikers. 

Socialist Worker 
printed a letter by me 
making this point last 
year. In the fight against 
the latest round of 
anti-union legislation we 
shouldn’t be sowing 
confusion. 

Dave Lyddon 
Staffordshire 


Bombs not 
the answer 


WHEN THE Russian airliner 
crashed over Sinai, it was 
seen as retaliation for 
Russia’s bombing of Isis. 
Yet it is apparently unac- 
ceptable to apply the same 
logic to France or Britain, 
whose leaders seem hell 
bent on more bombing. 

Will they never learn? 
Have bombing and 
occupation brought stability 
and democracy to Iraq, 
Afghanistan or Libya? Has 
the threat of terrorist 
attacks been reduced? 

Far from bringing peace 
or stability to Syria, further 
bombing will act as a 
recruiting agent for Isis, do 
nothing to curb Assad’s 
atrocities and create even 
more refugees. 

Sarah Cox 
West London 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 71327, London SE11 9BW 
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tormont deal—serving the 
wealthy is nota tresh start’ 


THE RECENT budget deal in 


Northern Ireland is an attack on 


ordinary people, our service 


handout to big business. It is not 


sanda 


thousands of public sector workers 

struck against earlier this year. 
The deal warns of “challenging 

cost reduction targets for each of 


the “fresh start” touted by the 
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP) 
and Sinn Fein. 

The deal was welcomed by the 
bosses’ CBI, telling you all you need 
to know about the priorities of the 
Northern Ireland Assembly. 

The 12.5 percent corporation tax 
cut by 2018 is a move that serves 
no one except the wealthy. 

Some £700 million is being 
borrowed to sack 20,000 workers. 

A fresh start? No, just the same 
old right wing corporate politics 
dressed up in republican and 
loyalist language. And it’s the same 
rotten politics that tens of 


the nine new departments”. 

It contains the same coded 
neoliberal language that is 
embedded in austerity practices all 
over Europe. 

Commitments to “structural 
reform” and “benchmarking” will 
mean more cuts, outsourcing and 
managerialism. 

But there is no mandate for this 
programme of cuts. 

None of the establishment 
parties had this in their manifesto. 
In fact, we were all told that they 
would “stop the Tory cuts”. 

Despite its talk of opposing 
austerity, Sinn Fein agrees with the 


DUP in appointing an Independent 
Fiscal Council, whose members 
must be agreed with the Tories in 
Westminster. 

This will be a neoliberal platform 
embedded in the Stormont 
institutions to press for even more 
“reforms”, and an inbuilt 
institutional get-out clause for 
implementing cuts in the future. 

Plans to reduce public 
consultation periods will give 
unelected quangos more say, and 
the electorate less. It beggars belief. 

We need to build an alternative 
to this failed politics of austerity 
and fight for change through 
grassroots campaigning and people 
power. It’s the only way forward. 

Gerry Carroll 

West Belfast People Before Profit councillor 


Analysis of Turkey vote Scrooge post bosses claw back cash 
underplays repression 


RON Margulies’s account of 
the election in Turkey 
(Socialist Worker, 

7 November) does not fully 
account for president 
Erdogan’s turn to state 
repression. Kurdish towns 
have been under siege. 
Blaming Isis for the Suruc 
and Ankara bombings is too 
simplistic. 

Erdogan has colluded 
with Isis in Syria. These 
bombings were part of 
systematic repression 
against Kurds and the left. 


Kurdish parties want a 
settlement like in Northern 
Ireland or South Africa, but 
there is no way that 
Erdogan can agree. 

If the 15 million Kurds in 
Turkey win full political 
rights, Turkey’s eastern 
borders could melt away. 

A multi-faceted and 
revolutionary struggle is 
needed to link class issues 
across Turkey and demand 
peace in Kurdistan. 

Paul Burnham 
North London 


ROYAL MAIL is currently 
conducting a review of 
allowances paid to all staff, 
working and retired, with a 
view to reclaim any 
overpayments. 

It portrays itself as a 
caring employer and a 
stalwart of the local 
community but this 
appears to come at the 
same time as a fall in its 
half year profits. 

Royal Mail makes 
mistakes with your pay and 
a year or so later, when you 
no longer have the relevant 
pay slip or proof, they come 


after you for a 
refund. 


It is more prepared to 
take money out of your 


pocket than trim a penny 
» | from the dividends of the 
fat cats in the city board 
rooms. 

I worked for Royal Mail 
for 40 years until I was 
medically retired 
18 months ago. 

Now I have been sent a 
demand for £162.14— 
that’s a lot of money when 
my only income is £498 a 
month and so close to 
Christmas. 

That really is caring for a 
former employee. 

Bernie Metcalfe 
Middlesborough 
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Justa 
thought... 


How we can 
hurt Isis 


ISIS CAN’T stand the 
fact that millions of 
Muslims have walked 
away from them and 
headed to Europe. 

The flow undermines 
the group’s message that 
its self-styled caliphate 
is a refuge. 

Welcome the 
refugees. 

Help them, and watch 
them flourish in the 
protection of our society 
and the Islamic State 
will get smaller and 
smaller without a single 
air force sortie. 

Roy Isserlis 
East Lothian 


Minorities not 
represented 


I'VE BEEN comparing 
figures from the last ten 
years with the Black 
Solicitors Network’s 
latest report. They 
underline how ethnic 
minorities are still 
underrepresented in the 
legal profession. 

It said progress has 
been “painfully slow”. 

Only 8.1 percent of 
QCs and 6.1 percent 
of partners are from 
an ethnic minority 
background. 

Adam Cochrane 

Essex 


Cuts expose 
unionist lies 


IN LAST year’s 
referendum the Better 
Together campaign 
warned voters that 
independence would 
lead to HMRC jobs being 
lost. 

One year on 17 tax 
offices in Scotland are 
to be replaced by two in 
Edinburgh and Glasgow 
and over 2,000 workers 
are to be sacked. 

Chris Baxter 
Alloa 


‘Shoot to kill’ 
is wrong 


JEREMY CORBYN is 
right to be worried about 
a “shoot-to-kill” policy. 
It can result in innocent 
people being killed, 

such as Jean Charles de 
Menezes. 

He was wrongly 
thought to be a terrorist 
and was killed on 
22 July 2005 at 
London’s Stockwell Tube 
station at the age of 27. 

If they had only let 
him live long enough 
to question him they 
would have found out 
otherwise. 

Karol Jedynak 
Birmingham 
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USLIMS IN Britain 
are under increas- 
ing attack following 
the killings in Paris 
earlier this month. 
Islamophobia 
monitoring group Tell Mama said 
reported attacks soared by over 
300 percent in the week after the 
attacks. 

Shabina Bano from Birmingham 
told Socialist Worker, “For the first 
time in my whole life I have felt the 
rise in racism myself. 

“It’s the first time I’ve feared for 
my parents. 

“I felt I was being stared at. I felt 
the difference—I felt hostility. 

“T used to smile at people and 
get a smile back. Now people look 
straight through me, or I’ve noticed 
they stand a bit further away from 
me.” 

She added, “My ten year old son 
is worried. It’s all over the news. 
He’s said to me, ‘Please don’t go into 
town,’ because he worries about 
what might happen.” 

Muserat Sujawal, an anti-war 
activist in Leeds, felt the same. 

“I feel a shift in the atmosphere 
after Paris,” she said. “You think 
you're being paranoid or silly at first, 
noticing differences in how people 
look at you. 

“But then I think, I am an adult 
and I’m not imagining this. 

“Just last night I was having a 
conversation where someone spoke 
about hearing things about pigs’ 
heads being ordered in butchers. 

“You get flashbacks to what it was 
like after 9/11 and think, oh my god 
here we go again.” 

Muserat said this spike in racism 
towards Muslims follows a “slow but 
steady rise in Islamophobia”. 


Released 

Just last month the Home Office 
released statistics showing that 
religious hate crime had increased by 
43 percent in the past year. The 
statistics showed that most victims 
were Muslims. 

The Metropolitan Police released 
figures in September showing that 
Islamophobic crimes in London had 
shot up by 70 percent in the past 
year. 

Shortly after that the Home 
Office said it would start record- 
ing Islamophobic crimes as a 
separate category—bringing it in line 
with Antisemitic attacks. 

Muserat said, “I do think there’s 
been a massive change over the last 
few years generally. 

“Muslim women have been spat at 
in the street and kicked. 

“Some have had 
their hijabs pulled 
off. There’s a 
level of bullying 
that you can see 
in schools.” 

Ashigq 
Hussain, 
from the anti- 
racist We Are 
Bradford 
campaign 
group, 
agreed. 


Ashiq Hussain, an anti-racist activist from Bradford 


FEATURE 


The attacks in Paris have unleashed an Islamophobic 


backlash in France and across the world. Muslims in 
Britain spoke to Socialist Worker about their experiences 
of the rise in racism—and explained why ordinary 
Muslims shouldn’t be expected to apologise for Isis 


He said, “Every day you see another 
story, whether it’s someone being 
abused or a mosque being attacked. 

“I feel it when I go to London, or 
Leeds or Manchester. 

“T was in the Arndale shopping 
centre in Manchester the other week 
with my wife and my baby in the 
pram. A man about 30 years old 
walked past us and called us extrem- 
ist motherfuckers.” 

Certain groups in particular, such 
as university Islamic Societies (Isocs), 
have become the focus for racist 
abuse. 

Zeinab Edah-Tally from the 
Federation of Student Islamic 

Societies (Fosis) told Socialist 
Worker, “There’s been a number 
of Isocs that have contacted us 
at Fosis to say that they’re being 

abused or messaged. 

“People saying things like, 
we'll get you for what you did 
in Paris.” 

But one of the most targeted 
groups for Islamophobic attacks 
are Muslim women. 
Tell Mama said that 
“street based anti- 
Muslim hatred 
is also gender 
specific”. 
Perpetrators 
are mainly 
“white 


males and the victims are mainly vis- 
ible Muslim females”. 

It told of how a white man had 
shouted at a young woman in a busy 
north London Tube station during 
rush hour. 

He told her to “f*** off back to 
Syria because girls do not wear hijabs 
in England”. 

Activist Nahella Ashraf, from 
Manchester, said, “Women seem to 
be an easier target now for racists. It’s 
a combination of racism and sexism, 
because we're very visibly out there. 

“It’s confusing for the racists. 

“On the one hand they think Islam 
is a backward religion, and then they 
see us out there being quite loud and 
quite proud to be Muslim. 

“T think that seems to offend the 
racists even more.” 


A man walked past 
us in a shopping 
centre and called 
us extremist 


motherfuckers 
[aos a ae || 


She added, “What’s really disorien- 
tating is that it’s not happening on a 
quiet street on your way home from 
a late night out. 

“It’s very open, and when you’re 
surrounded by people.” 

This is nothing new, Nahella said. 
But the aftermath of the Paris attacks 
has added to people’s fears. 

She said, “I’m going to the thea- 
tre with a group of friends tomorrow 
night. And the discussion is, do we 
want to use public transport on 
the way back. 

“I was really surprised. 

It’s not that late and we 
do it quite often. 

“T think that’s a result 
of what’s happened in 
Paris, and the aware- 
ness that Muslim 
women are a target 
because of the hijab. 

“It’s not a normal 
discussion to have. | 
But it was raised 
specifically on the 
back of Paris.” 


f Pn. 
Student Zeinab Edah-Tally 


XPRESS 


JUNIOR 
DOCTORS 
VOTE TO _ 


or are 


= PARIS CARNAGE: THE THREAT TO BRITAIN ——_—_-_—— 


450 jihadis back in U 


a 


a: aoe 


i Bae ey oe aie ieee 


passport 


7 . 
a a : = 2, 


‘Quiza Muslim’ event where UK radicals called 
for an Islamic state...as Paris came under attack 


K but has 
been seized? 


=. —| — 


‘More bombing carnage is not the answer 


OLITICIANS AND the 
media have always 
tried to associate Isis 
with all Muslims in 
order to imply that the 
“Muslim community” is 
responsible for “extremism”. 
This became even more intense 
in the wake of the Paris 
attacks. 
On Wednesday of 
last week, the Muslim 
Council of Britain took 
out a newspaper ad to 
condemn the attacks 
on behalf of Muslims. 
Nahella explained 
that this reflected 

the pressure that 

many Muslims come 
under to distance 
themselves from 
Isis. 

She 
said, “Isn’t 
that an 
expression 
of fear? 
It’s not 
saying, 

we 


accept responsibility. It must be a 
case of, we’re really scared. 

“We know that up and down the 
country people are being attacked. 
Mosques are being attacked. 

When you link that with what 

the government’s doing around 
extremism and Prevent, there’s some 
genuine concerns among Muslims 
—and rightly so. 

“They’re repeat targets for the 
government already. And now 
they’re in the spotlight. It’s like 
we've got to justify that we’re not 
criminals.” 

She added, “I’ve had discussions 
with some people who’ve said, ‘Well 
maybe we should do something to 
show that we don’t support Isis’. 

“But the problem for us isn’t 
Isis. The problem for us is the way 
the media and in particular the 
government connect what happens 
in terrorist attacks and Muslims 
here. 

“T think Muslims, and in 
particular young people, are quite 
conscious of not falling into that 
trap.” 

None of the people who spoke 
to Socialist Worker thought that 


Muslims should have to publicly 
apologise or condemn Isis. 

Ashiq said, “Isis have got nothing 
to do with Islam—everything they 
do is against Islam. 

“But they’re being associated with 
Islam—and that’s being created by 
our government.” 


Answer 

He said that the answer was to 
educate people in all communities 
about different cultures, and that 
the government had to make that 
happen. 

He said, “We need to differentiate 
between Islam and Isis—show them 
the truth about Isis. We need to 
learn about each other’s way of life 
and each other’s cultures.” 

Nimao, a health worker in east 
London, also wanted to differentiate 
between Islam and Isis. She said, 
“What happened in Paris last week 
was tragic and horrendous. 

“Islam does not condone such 
actions and many Muslims around 
the world unequivocally reject such 
actions too.” 

But she added, “What I find 
disturbing is that a whole religion 


can be tarnished and misunderstood 
because of the actions of some 
wayward individuals. 

“1 don’t think that Muslims should 
be made to feel that they should 
apologise for what has happened 
in Paris. That would imply that all 
Muslims have a direct link with 
terrorism.” 

Nimao said the cause of 
the attacks lay with Western 
governments—and that they 
shouldn’t be used as an excuse for 
more war. 

She said, “One apologises when 
one has committed an offence, such 


I don’t think 
Muslims should be 
made to feel they 
have to apologise 


for Paris 
[SSS 


as the way the government has dealt 
with the Middle East. 

“Isis and its 
affiliates have 
been born out 
of years and 
years of 
injustice 
towards 
Muslim 
people 
around the 
globe, they didn’t 
appear from nowhere. 

“But they have 
a distorted 
and disturbing 
interpretation of what 
Islam is all about 
and most of their 
actions are born out of 
frustration and anger. 

“How would we 
feel if we witnessed 
bloodshed and 
injustice on a daily 
basis?” she added. 
“Going on a bombing 
rampage to cause 
further mayhem and 
carnage is definitely 


Socialist Worker 


not the answer and will cause an 
even bigger problem than we have 
already.” 

Imam and campaigner Suliman 
Gani also warned that the attacks 
would be used to whip up 
Islamophobia as an excuse to bomb 
Syria. 

He said, “The media want to 
create the impression that Muslims 
want to take over. Islamophobia is 
rising fast. 

“The government will use 

people’s fears to tighten border 
controls so many refugees 
will suffer. 

“They are also pushing 
through new laws that 
seem to be a response to 

Paris—but there is an 

agenda. 

“Suddenly we find 
France dropping bombs 
on Syria. 

“More and more 

innocent people will die. 
The British government 
also has an agenda to 
make a new war on 
Syria. Over a million lost 
their lives in Iraq. The 
governments should be 
apologising for that.” 

That’s why many 
Muslims are arguing that 
the task ahead is to tackle 
Islamophobia head on—and 

fight against the drive for 
wat. 

Muserat said, “I worry that 
we are being used as pawns by 

rich and powerful people. 

“They are manipulating 
ordinary people for their own 
ends. 

“Now David Cameron is 

talking more about war in Syria. 

“I am hoping that people see 

through it. I was involved in the 

Stop the War movement. 

“If we are alive and kicking, it 
holds more power and weight and 
can make a difference.” 

Nahella added, “The key thing 
is not allowing the racists to get a 
foothold. It’s really important that 
when Ukip stand in the Oldham 
by-election next month, as many 
people as possible campaign against 
them. 

“But organisations such as Stop 
the War and Stand Up to Racism are 
really key as well. If the government 
decides to start bombing Syria, it’s 
really important that we mobilise.” 


Manchester activist Nahella Ashraf 
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These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 

PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism.We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
Www.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7840 5602 for 
more information 


WHAT’S ON 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


GLASGOW 

Women and the rent strike 
Thu 3 Dec, 7.15pm, 
Govanhill Baths, 

99 Calder St, 

G427RA 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

Imperialism today 

Thu 3 Dec, 6pm, 

Belmont Cinema Cafe, 
49 Belmont St, 
AB101JS 

BARNSLEY 

The politics of 

classical music 

Thu 10 Dec, 6.30pm, 
YMCA, Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Capitalism and disability 
Wed 2 Dec, 7pm, 
Birmingham LGBT Centre, 
38/40 Holloway Circus, 
B11EQ 

BOLTON 

Who was Leon Trotsky? 
Wed 2 Dec, 6.30pm, 
Bolton Socialist Club, 

16 Wood St (off 
Bradshawgate), 
BL11DY 

BRIGHTON 
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote? 
Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, 

BN1 1AF 

CHELMSFORD 
Trident—what do 
socialists say? 

Thu 17 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 

CM12QL 
CHESTERFIELD 


Why we need to scrap Trident 


Thu 3 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Chesterfield Library, 

New Beetwell St (enter via 
Cafe Browser entrance), 
S40 1QL 

COLCHESTER 
Trident—what do 
socialists say? 

Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, 

C02 7ET 

COVENTRY 

Has the Labour left 

got momentum? 

Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, 

CV13BB 

DERBY 

How can Palestine be free? 
Thu 3 Dec, 7pm, 

West End Community Centre, 
Mackworth Rd (next 

to Britannia Mill), 

DE22 3BL 

DONCASTER 

Junior doctors, strikes and 
the fight for the NHS 
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, DN1 3EH 
DUNDEE 

Race and racism today 
Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, DD1 1LL 
ESSEX 

Prospects for 

socialists in 2016 

Thu 14 Jan, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, CM1 2QL 
HUDDERSFIELD 

After the Paris attacks — 
no to racism and war 
Wed 9 Dec, 6.30pm, 

Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade(near 
both train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 


KIRKCALDY 

Lessons from the 1917 
Russian Revolution 

Mon 7 Dec,7.30pm, 

Betty Nicol’s pub, 

297 High St, 

KY11JL 

LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 

What do socialists say 
about Christmas? 

Thu 10 Dec, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore Education 
Centre, 2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS31AD 
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW 
Junior doctors, strikes and 
the fight for the NHS 

Thu 3 Dec, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove (very 

close to the station), 
W105XL 

LONDON: CAMDEN 

Council housing not 
social cleansing 

Thu 3 Dec, 7pm, 

Theatro Technis, 

26 Crowndale Rd, 
NW11TT 

LONDON:EALING 
Police,racism and resistance 
Thu 3 Dec, 7.30pm, 

West London Trade Union Club, 
33-35 High St, 

Acton, W3 6ND 


LONDON: HACKNEY 

From Syriza to 
Corbyn—can 

reformism work? 

Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd 

(corner Lower Clapton Rd), 
E5 OPU 

LONDON:HORNSEY 

AND WOOD GREEN 

How can Palestine be 
free? 

Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 

West Indian Cultural Centre, 
9 Clarendon Rd, 

Haringey, 

N80DD 
LONDON:LEWISHAM 

What do Marxists say 
about terrorism? 

Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 

West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 

line and DLR Station), 
SE108JA 

LONDON: NEWHAM 

Can Corbynomics 

work? 

Wed 2 Dec, 7pm, 

Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove 

(next to Morrisons car park), 
E15 1HP 


a 


Who’s got the plant and who’s got the power? 


LONDON: SOUTHWARK 
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote? 

Thu 3 Dec, 7pm, 
Camberwell Leisure Centre 
(Room 2), Artichoke Place 
(off Camberwell Church St), 
SE58TS 
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
Prevent— institutional 
Islamophobia 

Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, 

la Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU 

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
75 years since his 
murder—Trotsky and 
Trotskyism today 

Wed 2 Dec, 7pm, 

Chorlton Central Church 
(Meeting Room), 

Barlow Moor Rd, 

M21 8BF 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
The revolutionary 

ideas of Karl Marx 

Thu 3 Dec, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, M25NS 
NORTHAMPTON 

Can change come 
through parliament? 
Wed 9 Dec, 7.30pm, 

The Lab,95-97 Charles St, 
NN13BG 


BOOKMARKS 
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NORWICH 

How we beat anti-union 
laws in the past and how 
we can do it today 

Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, 

NR22SA 

NOTTINGHAM 

Capitalism and the 
politics of sport 

Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 
International 

Community Centre, 

61b Mansfield Rd,NG1 3FN 
POOLE 

From Syriza to Corbyn— 
can reformism work? 
Mon7 Dec, 7.30pm, 

The Blue Boar pub 

(near multi storey car park), 
29 Market Close, BH15 1NE 
PORTSMOUTH 

Can Corbynomics work? 
Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 
Rivers St, PO5 4EY 
SHEFFIELD: CITY CENTRE 
Marxism and women’s 
liberation 

Thu 10 Dec, 7.30pm, 
Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St (near 
Crucible Theatre), 

$12JB 


STALBANS 

In or out? What should 
socialists say about the 

EU referendum? 

Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 

Trinity Church Hall (upstairs), 
1 Beaconsfield Rd 

(near St Albans City station), 
AL13RD 

SWANSEA 
Suffragettes—how did 
women win the vote? 

Thu 3 Dec, 7.30pm, 

Brynmill Community Centre, 
St Albans Rd, 

SA2 OBP 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

AND WALSALL 

How we beat anti-union 
laws in the past and how 
we can do it today 

Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 

Grain Store, 

King St, WV1 1ST 


{ Events| =} 


CARDIFF 

Refugees welcome here 
Rally, 

Wed 2 Dec, 7.30pm, 

Oasis Refugee Support Centre, 
69b Splott Rd, 

CF24 2BW. 

Organised by 

Stand Up to Racism 
standuptoracism.org.uk 
DORCHESTER 

Disability, oppression and 
the fight for socialism 
Sat 5 Dec, 1.30pm, 
Colliton Club 

(opposite County Hall), 
Colliton Park, 

DT11XJ. 

Organised by Dorset Socialists 
NATIONAL 

People’s Assembly 
National Conference 

Sat 5 Dec, 10am-5pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
173-177 Euston Rd, 
London, 

NW12BJ. 
thepeoplesassembly.org.uk 
Stop Trident 

National demonstration 
Sat 27 Feb,12 noon, 
central London, 

Organised by Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament (CND) 
cnduk.org 

Marxism 2016 

Thu 30 Jun - Mon 4 July, 
central London. 

Organised by the Socialist 
Workers Party 


CONTACT 
THE SWP 


Phone 020 7840 5656 
Email 
enquires@swp.org.uk 
Post PO Box 71327, 
London SE11 9BW 
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How far nas | V come trom 
the bad old days of racism? 


Actors Warren Mitchell and Saeed Jaffrey, who both died this month remind 
us of a time when TV in Britain was almost all white, writes Yuri Prasad 


BACK IN the era of three-channel 
telly two actors seemed ubiqui- 
tous—Warren Mitchell and Saeed 
Jaffrey. 

Mitchell took on the role of aging 
East End racist Alf Garnett in 1965 
in the comedy Till Death Us Do Part. 

He quickly became synonymous 
with the character and to the end 
of his career few could see him as 
anyone else. 

For more than a decade, some 
20 million people would watch him 
every week. Many would rehearse his 
most memorable bigoted tirades until 
the next episode. 

Alf’s character helped ram home 
the idea that racism was the preserve 
of the labouring classes, despite the 
writers’ intentions being far more 
complex. 

Jaffrey was universal for very dif- 
ferent reasons. He was one of a very 
small number of Asian actors trusted 
to be seen on British TV and film. 


Etiquette 

With his refined etiquette, good 
looks and faultless upper class British 
accent, Jaffrey was cast almost eve- 
rywhere a brown-skinned actor was 
required. 

There he is in Gandhi. Not the lead 
mind—that part was reserved for a 
white guy. And there he is in Jewel 
in the Crown, the Far Pavilions and 
A Passage to India. 

You can’t help but think he was 
having a laugh when he decided to 
play all 86 characters in BBC Radio’s 
adaption of Vikram Seth’s A Suitable 
Boy. 

One reason for Jaffrey appearing 
everywhere was that there were few, 
if any, Asian screen characters in the 


WARREN MITCHELL as East End racist Alf Garnett (left) and ubiquitous Asian actor Saeed Jaffrey (right) 


mainstream. Casting agents simply 
didn’t have them on their books. 

That in turn had an effect on how 
Asians in British society were seen— 
or unseen. That person you worked 
with? Invisible. Your Asian school 
mate? Absent. 

And, for a whole generation of us 
growing up Asian in Britain, it meant 
there were few role models that we 
could identify with. 

How things have changed. So 
widespread is the view that the 
1970s in particular were a terrible 
time for race relations and television, 
TV bosses are now paying screen 
reparations. 

They seem determined to pack as 


many of us into their programmes as 
possible. 

Nowadays, you can barely turn on 
your set without seeing Asian sitcom 
characters and even whole sitcoms 
devoted to Asian families. 

Though how many of us see any- 
thing of our lives in those characters 
is debatable. 


Narratives 
There is also an attempt to retro- 
spectively introduce people of colour 
into all sorts of narratives where they 
don’t fit. 

Even the recent BBC series, Lenny 
Henry’s excellent Danny and the 
Human Zoo, tends to depict race 


relations in a very binary way. 

Racists are easily identifiable— 
skin-headed thugs or bigoted concert 
hall managers. 

But Danny’s friends are above race. 
There are no grey areas. No one says 
to Danny, “I don’t like blacks, but 
you're alright.” 

That’s the sort of comment that 
anyone my generation would know 
and hate. 

Perhaps in TV we will only be free 
of the race relations of the past when 
a new multiracial generation of writ- 
ers and actors emerges. 

They will have never heard of Alf 
Garnett when they get their chance 
to shape the future. 


Dream you saw Joe Hill—and then get organising 


THEATRE 


THE JOE HILL DREAM 
Written by John Fay 
Salford Arts Theatre, 
Salford M5 4BS. 

27 November 

Lantern Theatre, 
Liverpool L1 OAJ 

28 November 


TO MARK the centenary 
of Joe Hill’s death, writer 
John Fay’s new play The 
Joe Hill Dream is being 
staged across six theatres 
in the North West. 

Joe, an organiser for 
the radical IWW union, 
was executed by a firing 
squad in Salt Lake City, 


Utah, on a trumped 

up murder charge. He 
wrote numerous songs 
which inspired his IWW 
comrades and many since. 

The play’s title comes 
from the song I Dreamed 
I saw Joe Hill last night, 
which has been performed 
by the likes of Paul 
Robeson, Joan Baez and 
Bruce Springsteen. 

Fay, who’s previously 
written for TV series such 
as The Mill, has written an 
impressive script. 

While it has some dark 
and harrowing scenes 
there are many inspiring 
moments too. 

It’s also full of humour 


—_ 


and many of Joe Hill’s 
songs, such as Rebel Girl, 
There is Power in a Union 
and Casey Jones the Union 
Scab. They are performed 
by Liverpool Socialist 
Singers and the Liverpool 
LGBT Choir. 

In one of his last letters, 
Joe said, “I was framed 
on a murder charge by 
the bosses who wanted to 
keep working folk down to 
maintain their profits. 

“But I didn’t die—so 
stop mourning and get 
organising.” 

A powerful message 
and play—with lessons for 
today. 

Alex May 


EVENT 


DEADLINE @TATE 

Tate Modern, 

London SE1 9TG. 

4-6 December 

For up to date information on 
the locations and programme 
go to deadline.org.uk 


AS NEGOTIATORS and the 
media descend on Paris 
to discuss climate change, 
Deadline Festival will launch 
its unofficial programme at 
the Tate Modern gallery. 
Deadline is a three-day 
arts festival, which will 
explore how culture in 
London interacts with the 
climate crisis. 
IT ALSO marks the one 
year before the gallery's 
sponsorship contract with 
oil giant BP runs out. 


EXHIBITIONS 


SAMUEL PEPYS: PLAGUE, 
FIRE, REVOLUTION 
National Maritime Museum 
London SE10 9NF. 

Until 28 March 

rmg.co.uk 


THIS EXHIBITION looks at 
the life and works of Samuel 


Samuel Pepys 


Pepys, one of London’s most 
prolific diarists. 

It pieces together the city’s 
story from the execution of 
Charles Stuart in 1649 to the 
plague and the Great Fire of 
London. 


ASTRONOMY 
PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE 
YEAR 

Royal Observatory, 

London SE10 8XJ. 

Until 23 December. 
rmg.co.uk 


Sunderland Noctilucent Cloud 


Display (Matt Robinson) 


THE ROYAL Obervatory 

is set to host the biggest 
photography exhibition of 
its kind, showcasing images 
shot by astronomers from 
across the world—including 
these mysterious clouds. 
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APITALIST soci- 
ety is lurching into 
an environmental 
crisis it seems 
powerless to do 
anything about. 
Global warming is already 
having an impact. From 
severe floods to more frequent 
and stronger hurricanes and 
cyclones, from the acidification 
of our oceans to the melting of 
glaciers. 

United Nations (UN) sum- 
mits, such as the Cop21 in Paris, 
aim to agree emissions targets 
to limit warming below two 
degrees Celsius. 

Global average surface tem- 
peratures have already risen 
by one degree since before the 
industrial era. 

Another degree would dra- 
matically increase the risk of 
passing “tipping points”. These 
could trigger feedback mecha- 
nisms, leading to catastrophic 
and irreversible climate change. 

Yet we are currently on track 
for four degrees of warming by 
the end of the century, accord- 
ing to a 2012 report by the 
World Bank. 

The impact on food stocks, 
the loss of ecosystems and bio- 
diversity and the rise in sea 
level would be immense. 

How can we prevent this and 
what is stopping us? That’s one 
of the most urgent questions 
now facing anyone who cares 
about humanity’s future. 

It means deep and fast cuts 
in emissions of greenhouse 
gases such as carbon dioxide— 
in wealthy countries these must 
be of up to 10 percent a year. 

There is a simple way to do 
this. 

Instead of burning fossil 
fuels, we must leave them in 
the ground. We need to make a 
rapid switch from coal, gas and 
oil energy generation to one 
based on renewables. 

The exact opposite has taken 
place. The last decade in par- 
ticular has seen a boom in what 
may be termed dirty energy. 

Fracking for shale gas and 
tight oil, deep water drilling 
and tar sand extraction have all 
enabled the extraction of previ- 
ously unreachable fossil fuels. 


Risk 

All come with immediate envi- 
ronmental risks. And though 
shale gas in particular is some- 
times spun as a “bridge fuel” 
to help a transition towards 
renewables, they are terrible 
for the climate. 

Fracking releases large quan- 
tities of methane, a powerful 
greenhouse gas. 

And while the US coal indus- 
try has faced competition 
from cheaper fracked gas, it 
has responded by increasing 
exports. 

Half of the emissions avoided 
in the US power sector between 
2008 to 2011 may have been 
exported as coal to China. 

Germany is often heralded 
for making a big transition to 
renewables but its coal com- 
panies have switched to export 
more too. 

Rather than challenging this 


DEA! | Ar 
CLIMATE 
KILLERS 


As hundreds of thousands of people around the world get 
set to march against climate change, Amy Leather argues 
our only hope lies in fighting the bosses and their system 


Author Naomi Klein 


process, politicians have gone 
along with it. 

Much hope was placed on 
the UN climate summit in 
Copenhagen in 2009. But gov- 
ernments failed to reach any 
binding agreement. 

In Britain the Tories are cut- 
ting subsidies to solar power 
by 87 percent. Yet globally 
fossil fuel companies get up to 
£656 billion in subsidies each 
year. 

This reflects how capital- 
ism is organised—and how it 


Capitalism has 
always been 
entwined with 
the fossil fuel 
industry 


is entwined with the fossil fuel 
industry. 

Human societies have always 
required energy to meet our 
needs—from feeding, cloth- 
ing and sheltering ourselves to 
pursuing art and science. But 
capitalism adds a new dynamic. 

Production is in the hands of 
private bosses who must com- 
pete to expand their activities or 
perish. This makes rapid accu- 
mulation a central organising 
principle of society. 

The energy to fuel that 


expansion had to come from 
somewhere. 

And fossil fuels are highly 
concentrated energy. 

Coal drove the industrial rev- 
olution, and the discovery of oil 
in the 1850s transformed the 
economies of the world. 

A barrel of oil contains the 
energy equivalent of roughly 
23,000 hours of human labour. 
And up until the year 2000 it 
was generally very cheap. 

The modern capitalist econ- 
omies we know today were 
founded on this cheap fossil 
energy. 

That has consequences. 

There are enormous sunken 
or historic investments in the 
infrastructure of highways, 
internal combustion engines, 
gas furnaces and power plants. 

There are whole related 
industries either derived from 
oil or dependent on it—from 
cars and aviation to plastics, 
fertilisers and pesticides. 


HE DYNAMIC at 
the heart of capi- 
talism has further 
entrenched the 
hold of fossil fuel 
companies. 

The fossil fuel-centred model 
of industrialisation has spread 
across the globe. Existing 
companies expand into new 
markets while new ones seek to 
overtake them. 

In order to remain stable or 
grow, they must prove to inves- 
tors that they have at least 
as much oil or gas in proven 
reserves as they do currently in 
production. 

Naomi Klein in her book This 
Changes Everything cites the 
response of Shell in 2009 when 
the size of their reserves dipped 
to just below their production. 

In order to reassure the 
market that it was not in trou- 
ble, Shell stopped all planned 
investment in wind and solar 
to focus on new reserves of 
shale gas, deep water oil and 
tar sands. 

It managed to find reserves 
equivalent to 3.4 billion barrels 
of oil. 

In 2011 the Carbon Tracker 
Initiative think tank found that 
all the oil, gas and coal compa- 
nies had already laid claim to 
2.8 trillion tons of carbon. 

That’s more than five times 
the estimated amount we can 
burn between now and 2050 
and still have an 80 percent 
chance of keeping warming 
below two degrees. 

If we are serious about com- 
batting climate change, most 
of these reserves would have 
to stay in the ground. But that 
would turn the £18 trillion 
invested in them into what busi- 
ness calls “stranded assets”. 

The size and wealth of fossil 
fuel companies is colossal and 
so is their influence. 

The oil and gas industry 
spent more than £250,000 a 
day lobbying US congress and 
government officials in 2013. 

If governments are to take 
even a minimum of action on 
climate change, we have to 
build movements that put at 


least as much pressure on them. 

Protests at UN summits are 
important—but we can’t stop 
there. 

We need campaigns for 
divestment from fossil fuels 
and investment in renewa- 
bles. And we must keep up the 
protests against the Tories’ 
fracking agenda that have 
already scored victories. 

Stopping Cuadrilla drilling 
in Lancashire earlier this year 
has put the Tories on the back 
foot nationally over their frack- 
ing strategy. 

But to prevent catastrophic 
climate change will take much 
more than this. 

It will take a switch from 
fossil fuels and nuclear power 
to renewables, a massive home 
insulation programme, and a 
transformation of transport and 
industries. 

A programme of how to do 
this is outlined in the Million 
Climate Jobs report. 

But these goals are at direct 
odds with the priorities of the 
bosses. 

The French government’s 
decision to ban the climate pro- 
tests in Paris is a reminder that 
states are just as much a part of 
their system. 

What we need is a force that 
can defy them—and replace a 
society built on profit, competi- 
tion and accumulation with one 
that’s sustainable and demo- 
cratically planned. 


Force 
And there is such a force. Just as 
the problem lies in the dynam- 
ics at the heart of the economy, 
that is where we have to look to 
the solution. 

The accumulation that takes 
place in capitalism is of a spe- 
cific type. 

Profits don’t come from 
energy or natural 
resources. It takes 
human activity 
to convert these 
into something 
profitable. 

That means that 
wherever there 
is profit, there is 
labour. Wherever 
there are bosses, 
there are workers. 

And if those workers can 
take control of their own 
labour, they can turn the 
whole of society on its head. 

Getting there isn’t nec- 
essarily easy. But climate 
change gives even more | 
reason to do it. 

That’s why it’s so bril- 
liant that trade unionists 


Investors (top) 
demand oil firms 


find vast reserves. 


Do sea floor 
methane bubbles 
(above) show a 
“tipping point”? 
Fracking demos 
(below) get 
results 


READ MORE 


have been such an important 
part of the climate movements. 
And it’s why we need to raise 
demands for the climate in 
every struggle. 

But it’s also why fights on 
issues that can seem unrelated 
to climate change are essential 
to tackling it. 

Whether it’s taking on the 
racism our rulers use to divide 
us or localised attacks on jobs 
and wages, every struggle that 
can build workers’ confidence 
and organisation is crucial for 
beating the bosses. 

What links these struggles 
together is a different vision of 


™ the world, a different way of 


organising society that’s based 
on socialist ideas. 

There are urgent measures 
we must fight for today. But 
we also need a strategy for 
getting rid of capitalism. 


@Up against the clock: 
Climate, social movements 
and Marxism 

by Suzanne Jeffery 

in International Socialism 
Journal (ISJ) 148 

Go to bit.ly/IMZAaWk 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
@Environmentalism in or go to 
crisis bookmarksbookshop. 
by leuan Churchill, SJ 142 | co.uk 


Go to bit.ly/1kKLWcP 


@Marxism and Ecology 
Socialist Worker pamphlet 
by Martin Empson 
£1.50 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 


COMMENT 


Atrocities make good 
excuses for warmongers 


Politicians have 
always used atrocities 
to justify their own 
bloody wars, writes 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 


WESTERN LEADERS are 
trying to use the Paris attacks 
to justify war in the Middle 
East again. 

But the same politicians 
lecturing us on the need to 
“defeat Isis” are responsible 
for the destruction of Iraq and 
the group’s rise. 

They set the region 
ablaze—now they're dousing 
it with fuel. 

Western politicians are 
recycling the propaganda that 
was pumped out when the US 
launched the “war on terror” 
after 9/11. 

This supposedly pitted the 
“civilised” West against the 
“backward” Islamic world. 

Al Qaida and the Taliban in 
Afghanistan were presented 
as a uniquely sinister force 
that had to be taken out. 

Muslims became the 
“enemy within”. 

Most people have little 
appetite for wars. So the West 
has repeatedly resorted to 
propaganda about atrocities 
to justify them. 


Fascist 

Western leaders argue that 
Isis is a “fascist” threat. But 
that’s precisely what they said 
about Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein during the 1991 and 
2003 Iraq wars. 

In 1991 the US fabricated 
stories about Iraqi troops 
ripping Kuwaiti babies out of 
incubators. 

They lied again in 2003— 
this time to say that Hussein 
had weapons of mass 
destruction that could destroy 
the West in 45 minutes. 

US president George Bush 
made sure to pay lip service 
to Kurdish oppression just as 
politicians do today. 

The consequence then was 
one million dead Iraqis. The 
US built a sectarian Shia state 
to divide and rule the Iraqi 
resistance movement, which 
laid the ground for the rise 
of Isis. 

The “war on terror” was 
never about “defeating” 
terrorism. 

The US wanted to assert 


ISIS—A UNIQUE threat to democracy? 


BACK STORY 


David Cameron wants to 
use Isis as an excuse to 
bomb Syria 


@The Tories have been 
under pressure to join the 
US and France in launching 
airstrikes 


@Britain has already been 
bombing Isis in lraq since 
2014 


@But the legacy of anti-war 
protests a decade earlier 
stopped them bombing 
Syria in 2013—now they 
want to to try again 


its global dominance using 
military force in order to 
compensate for its relative 
economic decline. 

Today our rulers are 
desperate to fully overcome 
the new “Iraq syndrome” 
that followed their disastrous 
defeat. 

The West was forced to 
change tack to regain the 
upper hand when a wave of 
revolutions swept the Middle 
East and North Africa in 
2011. 

This toppled some 


Western 
leaders set the 
region ablaze 
and doused it 
with fuel 


Western-backed dictators and 
challenged US imperialism. 

Their chance came when 
Libyan rebel forces were 
surrounded by dictator 
Muammar Gaddafi’s troops in 
Benghazi. 


Massacre 

They claimed their “no 

fly zone” was to prevent a 
massacre by Gaddafi, their 
former ally in the war on 
terror. 

But top generals admitted 
the motivation was securing 
Western oil interests in Libya. 

Now David Cameron is 
playing a contradictory game 
on refugees. 

The Tories want to clamp 
down on them but they also 
use their plight to drum up 
support for bombing Syria. 

Syrian dictator Bashar 
al-Assad and the Russian state 
are temporary allies against 
Isis. 

But two years ago the US 
and Britain unsuccessfully 
tried to use Assad’s use of 
chemical weapons on civilians 
to push for bombing Syria. 

So leaders ally themselves 
with whoever will safeguard 
their interests—regardless of 
the cost to ordinary Syrians. 

The Paris attacks and the 
daily plight of people in Syria 
mean that some people will 
believe there is a need for 
bombing. 

But overcoming the defeats 
in Iraq and the legacy of the 
mass anti-war movement 
won't be easy for our rulers. 

There’s potential to rebuild 
an anti-imperialist movement 
against war and Islamophobia 
that takes on the system that 
produces them. 
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Detained and deported— 
how Tories treat Syrians 


As the first Syrians arrive in Britain, Dave Sewell uncovers the shocking 
truth of the numbers kicked out and detained by the British government 


\ TO great fanfare the first char- 
Yad ter flights of Syrian refugees 
arrived in Glasgow last week. This 
brings the total taken in by Britain 
so far to a few hundred since David 
Cameron pledged to take in 20,000. 

That’s little over 1 percent of 
Cameron’s pledge—or just enough 
people to fill a London Tube carriage 
at rush hour. 

Cameron insisted, “Britain has ful- 
filled our moral obligations”. Scottish 
minister Humza Yousaf called it a 
“proud day” for Scotland. 

Despite the tiny numbers, the Tories 
are trying to use these Syrians as a fig 
leaf for a policy that’s mainly about 
kicking refugees and migrants out. 

The Home Office has used specially 
chartered mass deportation flights for 
12 years at a rate of at least one a 
week. 

A chartered plane full of depor- 
tees to Nigeria leaves every two 
months—the next was set to take off 
on Tuesday of this week. 

Jimmy Mubenga died in 2010 on 
a similar flight that was repatriating 
him to Angola. 

And it is big business—the Home 
Office is currently retendering a 


Mass deportation 
flights have left 
Britain at least 
once a week for 
the last 12 years 


contract for “Escorting and Travel 
Services” worth an estimated 
£500 million. 

Socialist Worker has uncovered 
barely reported figures for the first 
six months of this year. They reveal 
that Britain “forcibly removed” 6,189 
people. 

Adding those who “voluntarily” 
follow government orders to leave 
rather than risk going through this 
ordeal, some 26,000 were kicked out. 

And the number of people held 
in detention centres increased by 
11 percent since last year, to 3,418 at 
a time. Another 15,694 people spent 
time in these refugee jails. 


Pressure 

The government has tried to head 
off the pressure to act on the refu- 
gee crisis by making Syrians seem like 
a special case. But 387 Syrians were 
among the detainees, including six 
children—and 163 were kicked out 
of Britain. 

As for the Syrians arriving, there’s 
a limit to how welcome they are made 
to feel. Home secretary Theresa May 
stressed that they are being “secu- 
rity” vetted and having their biomet- 
ric details put on file, treating them as 
suspected terrorists by default. 

Only 46 councils have agreed 
to take any in—though some that 
refused, such as Portsmouth, faced 
protests as a result. 

New minister for Syrian refugees 
Richard Harrington said, “We are 
trying not to do big cities” —the places 
new migrants would be most likely to 
choose to live in search of jobs. 

The few refugees the Tories have 
let in are welcome. But there is too 
little to celebrate—and much more to 
be angry about. 


a il 
Glasgow Cars., 
Welcome Re 


PROTEST IN Glasgow in 2005 to defend refugees and asylum seekers 


“We had no way to defend ourselves from the regime’ 


ALI ISA Hasan fled Bahrain 
in November 2011 after being 
involved in mass protests against 
the regime—his father was 
tortured in the counter-revolution. 
Four members of Ali’s 
family were granted asylum 
in September 2011. 
He now has no family 
left in Bahrain—but he 
was refused asylum. 


“I found out the day I was 
about to be flown back to 
Bahrain that the flight had 
been cancelled because the 
Home Office had agreed to 
review my case for asylum. 

I was seriously thinking 
about how to kill myself rather 
than die at the hands of my 


Ali lsa Hasan 


enemy. I didn’t want to just give 
myself over to be killed. I was 
so stressed and depressed. 

I was in the detention centre 
at Gatwick for four months. 

When we first protested in 
2011 we were mostly young and 
all we were asking was for our 
freedom. We were peaceful. 


Fall 


But the regime killed people. 
They brought in Saudi and Qatari 
forces too. So we went higher, we 
called for the fall of the regime. 
But they destroyed us. We 
had no way to defend ourselves 
against tanks and guns. 
Many of those young people 
who protested back in 2011 
are dead or in prison. 


Every day people die in prison. 
There is no proper food, no safe 
water, no health care. There are 
just big underground rooms filled 
with people. Your family has to 


fight for months just to get a visit. 


I have sickle cell anaemia. 
I would not survive. I cannot 
take punches to my stomach 
because of my swollen liver. 

If my country was ok I would 
never have become a refugee. 

I still hope for change. Maybe 
my generation will suffer and it 


will be won by future generations. 


British people need to know 
what happened to so many 
young people in Bahrain. That 
is why we need asylum. 

The right to asylum should 
be about human life.” 


Picture: Duncan Brown 
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Glasgow border 
cops raid home 


@\ BORDER cops 

Yaa raided the Lin 
family home in Glasgow 
two weeks ago. Min Lin 
and her two children 
were arrested and flown 
straight to Heathrow, for 
transfer to Beijing. 

She called her 
husband Kefei from the 
airport. He said, “She 
was handcuffed. The 
children taken away. 
They were crying.” 


Defend Abdul 
Rahman Haroun 


ABDUL Rahman 

Haroun was charged 
with “obstructing a 
railway carriage or 
engine” after walking 
through the Channel 
Tunnel from Calais. This 
has been used to deny 
him asylum. 
Send letters to Abdul Rah- 
man Haroun, PN AO964CX, 
HM Prison Elmley, Church 
Road, Kent ME12 4DZ. If 
possible, include a £5 postal 
folce(=1an re) gu e)ale)at= mere] Symaarale(-) 
out to “The Governor”. On 
the back write “Abdul Rah- 
man Haroun PN AO964CX” 
and your name 


Send solidarity 
to Calais camp 


te AN Afghan man 
Yaa aged 19 was hit by 
a train at the French port 
of Cherbourg last week. 
A second man died on 
the road near Dunkirk. 
Stand up to Racism 
is taking solidarity 
donations on Saturday 
12 December. 


28 November 2015 


standuptoracism.org.uk 
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IN BRIEF 


London march calls 
for homes for all 


A FIRE engine led a homes 
for all march through 
Waltham Forest in east 
London last Saturday. 

The march marked the 
launch of Waltham Forest 
Housing Action, which 
combines local housing 
campaigns. 

Trade union banners 
included the local Unite 
Housing Workers and NUT. 
@Campaign meeting 
Monday 30 November, 7.30pm, 
William Morris Community 
Centre, London E17 6QQ, 


Anti-racists target 
Farage’s EU tour 


DOZENS OF anti-racists 
protested against Ukip 
leader Nigel Farage in central 
London on Friday of last 
week. 

Farage was speaking in 
Westminster as part of his 
Say No to EU tour. 

Leeds Stand Up to Ukip 
has called a protest at Ukip’s 
rally in Leeds on Monday of 
next week. 
@Protest against Ukip in 
Leeds—students meet at 5pm 
at Parkinson Steps, Leeds 
University LS2 9JT for bus 


FT strike vote wins 
new pensions offer 


JOURNALISTS AT the 
Financial Times (FT) have 
orced bosses onto the back 
oot. 

The NUJ union members 
voted by 91.8 percent to 
strike against changes to their 
pension scheme. 

Bosses made a new offer 
before the result of the ballot 
promising to plug a £4 million 
unding gap in the pension 
scheme for one year. 

Workers suspended a 
planned strike to consider the 
offer. But the NUJ still wants 
a longer term solution. 


Traffic wardens 
vote for pay strike 


TRAFFIC WARDENS in 
Enfield, north London, have 
voted to strike for higher pay. 
The GMB union members 
currently earn £8.41 an hour. 
They want £9.40 an hour. 
Workers are employed 
by NSL. Traffic wardens in 
Camden, north London, 
recently won substantial 
concessions from NSL after 
11 days of walkouts. 


Students take on 
Prevent strategy 


TWENTY STUDENTS met 
at Kingston University for 
an anti-racist meeting on 
Thursday of last week. 

It was organised by Stand 
Up to Racism and the Radical 
Assembly. Students decided 
to hold a weekly stall to 
collect money for refugees in 
Calais. 

They plan a walkout on 
7 December as part of an 
NUS day of action over the 
Prevent strategy. 


DRIVING EXAMINERS 


PCS UNION members picketing in north London last week 


Bosses at DVSA drive 
workers to a walkout 


ba NICK CLARK 


DRIVING EXAMINERS across 
Britain struck on Thursday 
and Friday of last week. 

The PCS union members 
are fighting Driver and Vehicle 
Standards Agency (DVSA) 
bosses’ plans to increase their 
working day to fit in more 
tests. 

Striker Ray Webb told 
Socialist Worker, “This is the 
best supported strike we’ve 
had.” 

PCS represents 1,600 DVSA 
workers at some 350 locations. 

Ray was picketing Mill Hill 
Test Centre in north London. 

He said, “The longer hours 
will mean a pay cut, because 
there’s more work but no more 
pay. If you’re tired, and there’s 


headlights coming at you, and 
youre trying to keep an eye on 
the person being tested next to 
you, it’s easy to see how you 
could make mistakes.” 

The DVSA has admitted that 
it is understaffed by about 350 
posts. 

But instead of taking on 
more people, bosses want staff 
to work harder. 

Ray said, “Sickness levels 
are high. And for a lot of 
people that’s to do with stress.” 

The strike will be followed 
by a work to rule. 

Ray said, “They rely on our 
goodwill to get everything 
done on time. But if we work 
to rule, a lot of tests won’t get 
done.” 

The PCS said driving 
examiners face intimidation 
from managers who are trying 
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to force the changes through. 

The Prospect union, which 
staged a two-hour walkout 
on Friday morning, has also 
complained of bullying from 
management. 

One driving examiner has 
faced a one-day suspension 
after following the work to 
rule. 

The PCS is likely to 
announce further strike dates 
in response. 

Paul Williams from the 
PCS national executive and 
president of the Department 
for Transport group executive 
spoke to Socialist Worker in a 
personal capacity. 

He said, “The picket lines 
have been really good. People 
have been clearly up for action. 

“We're likely to be calling 
further action.” 


Strikes can save jobs in the civil service 


CIVIL SERVICE workers 
protested in Dundee on 
Friday of last week against 
plans to close a tax office 
that could see 130 sacked. 
Bosses at HM Revenue 
and Customs (HMRC) plan 
to close 137 offices across 
Britain—cutting 6,000 jobs. 
HMRC workers and their 
supporters were set to 


protest in Bootle, Liverpool, 
on Wednesday of this week, 
where some 3,000 workers 
could lose their jobs. 

The workers’ PCS union 
wants a public consultation 
and parliamentary review 
into the closure. 

PCS rep Rachael Paton, 
who organised the protest 
outside the Caledonian 


House office in Dundee, 
said it was “too early to talk 
about industrial action”. 

But it will take more than 
consultations and reviews 
to save jobs. There should 
be more protests like the 
ones in Dundee and Bootle. 

And the PCS should 
ballot for strikes to stop the 
attacks. 


TRANSPORT WORKERS 


RMT UNION members and 
supporters were set to lobby 
the Scottish parliament on 
Wednesday of this week, 

They want Clyde and 
Hebrides Ferry Services to stay 
in public ownership. 

The lobby coincides with a 
debate on the tender process 
for the services, which could 
see outsourcing giant Serco 
take over from public sector 
operator CalMac. 

CalMac workers struck 
earlier this year to demand 


assurances on their conditions. 
RMT said Serco are 
“specialists in failure” with an 
appalling record. 
The union is in dispute 
with Serco over a range 
of safety and maintenance 
failures in a separate dispute 
on its Caledonian Sleeper rail 
franchise worth £800 million. 
It is balloting members for 
industrial action. 
@Lobby the Scottish 
parliament—Wednesday 
25 November, 1.30pm 


STAGECOACH 


THE RMT union suspended 
a strike of members working 
on Stagecoach buses in 
Norfolk planned for Tuesday 
of this week. 

The walkout was called 
in a dispute over pay and 
conditions. Workers voted for 
the walkout by nearly nine 
to one. 

But the union suspended 
the action to consider a new 
pay offer from bosses. 


Pee. | REPORTS & 


A Time for Solidarity rally in Glasgow organised after the 


Paris attacks 


Rallies support refugees 


—_ Ns 
AROUND 70 LGBT activists 
and supporters joined a 
refugee solidarity protest 
outside the Home Office in 
central London last Saturday. 

It was organised by 
Lesbians and Gays Support 
the Migrants (LGSM). 

Morten Thysen from LGSM 
told Socialist Worker, “We 
know what it’s like to be 
scapegoated—so we’re here 
to support migrants and 
refugees.” 

Our rulers and the media 
try to present their drive 
for war as a battle against 
a backward “Islamofascist” 
enemy. 

But Morten said, “We’re 
always told that Muslims are 
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all homophobic, but that’s 
not our experience. 

“Migrants are not our 
enemy—the Home Office is.” 

A lively contingent of 
Ugandan migrants joined the 
protest. 

Ahmed told Socialist 
Worker, “I’m here to show 
solidarity with my sisters and 
brothers trapped in Calais.” 

Mabel added, “I can’t get 
freedom for my sexuality 
in Uganda. We want the 
government to let migrants 
and refugees in.” 

The protest was supported 
by the Movement for Justice, 
Stand Up to Racism and 
Queer Strike, among others. 
@Go to Lesbians and Gays 
Support the Migrants on 
Facebook 


Food staff march in Lincoln 


ad JADE CLARKE 


A DEMONSTRATION for 
fast food rights called by 
the Bfawu union took place 
in Lincoln last Saturday. 

It called for an end to zero 
hours contracts, a £10 an hour 
minimum wage and improved 
working conditions. 

Demonstrators marched 
along Lincoln Central High 
Street and chanted outside 


McDonald’s, Costa and 
Starbucks. 

We chanted, “Lincoln 
shoppers, hear us say, zero 
hours no way” and “Food 
workers, hear us say, we 
deserve decent pay”. 

We later petitioned a 
small number of workplaces 
and intend to contact these 
workers. 

Next time we hope to see 
many more food workers on 
the streets with us. 


Protest says no to fire cuts 


— 

OVER 120 firefighters staged 
a noisy and determined 
protest outside a West 
Midlands Fire Authority 
meeting on Monday of this 
week. 

The Labour-led West 
Midlands Authority is 
proposing to cut 300 jobs, 
change shift patterns and 
bring in a flat rate for 
overtime. 

Steve Price Hunt is West 
Midlands FBU union brigade 
secretary. He said, “You 
cannot run a fire service on 
goodwill. 

“We are prepared to 
negotiate but will ballot for 
industrial action—a complete 


ban on overtime.” 

The local UCU and 
NUT union branches sent 
solidarity delegations. 

Ricardo De Torre from 
Essex FBU said firefighters 
there faced the same kind of 
attacks. 

“Changes in shift patterns 
for fire control staff means 
mothers having to choose 
between having a family and 
working for the fire service,” 
he said. 

FBU general secretary 
Matt Wrack said the fire 
service was “being torn to 
pieces”. 

But he added, “Fighting 
back does work.” 

There will be a ballot next 
month. 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD Phone 020 7840 5656 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 


19 


Socialist Worker 28 November 2015 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


Fourth united strike rocks 
Small Heath school bosses 


Walkouts can bring 
Lambeth to book 


od RAYMIE KIERNAN 


LIBRARY WORKERS across 
Lambeth, south London, 
walked out unofficially on 
Wednesday of last week. 
They are fighting the Labour 
council’s plans to close or 
run down the borough’s ten 
libraries. 

“We’ve had enough,” 
library worker and Unison 
union member Beatrice told 
Socialist Worker. 

“Cuts would go through 
before we would have time to 
ballot for industrial action— 
so we walked. 

“The council is not listen- 
ing to us. Not everyone can 
afford to buy a computer or 
buy books—these cuts are 
not fair.” 


Kicked 


Library worker Lorna said 
workers first heard about 
the cuts through the press. 
“The decision has been made 
before the democratic pro- 
cess even kicked in,” she said. 

Lambeth’s Labour coun- 
cil, which is driving through 
a £90 million cuts package, 
voted the library cuts through 
at a council meeting the same 
evening. 

It wants to permanently 
close five libraries, turn some 
into gyms and reduce the ser- 
vice overall. 

Ten thousand people have 
signed a petition to oppose 


the planned cuts. 

Over 100 protested out- 
side the council meeting 
and jeered councillors inside 
for voting for cuts. People 
chanted, “Resign” and, 
“Shame on you”. 

Unison library rep Tim 
said, “The walkout is impor- 
tant as management are 
trying to get the cuts through 
before opposition can grow. 

“But we’re seeing more 


UNISON UNION 


Attack Tories not Corbyn, 
John Burgess hits out 


JOHN BURGESS, the 
left candidate for Unison 
union general secretary, 
has criticised incumbent 
Dave Prentis’ “thinly veiled 
attack” on Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn. 
Prentis told the Sun 
on Sunday newspaper, 
“Divisive rows over 
Trident or shoot to kill are 
distractions no one needs. 
“Arguing against 
austerity is what Labour 
should have been doing this 
week”, 
John questioned Prentis 
“providing ammunition 
to Corbyn’s enemies in 
the pages of the Murdoch 
empire’s flagship paper”. 
He said, “Perhaps Mr 


Prentis has forgotten News 
International’s smashing 

of the print unions at 
Wapping.” He asked if 
Prentis had “suddenly 
discovered the Sun 
supporting our members 
against the Tories’ attacks?” 

As general secretary 
John said he would have 
different priorities. He 
would be questioning why 
the Tories can suddenly 
find money for 2,000 extra 
spies and bomb Syria while 
slashing fire and ambulance 
services. 

Unison members have 
until 4 December to return 
their ballot papers. 

@Go to johnburgess4gensec. 
blogspot.co.uk 


WORKERS AND supporters picketing Brixton library 


and more Labour Party wards 
in the borough vote to oppose 
the plan.” 

Local Lambeth resident 
Wasim told Socialist Worker, 
“I applaud the workers 
100 percent for walking 
out—they know how essen- 
tial the service is. 

“Not everyone will be able 
to afford the private gyms. To 
me it seems for the council it 
is all about profit.” 


STUDENTS 


STUDENTS AT the Sir 

John Cass Faculty of Art, 

Architecture and Design 

(Cass) in east London 

were set to protest on 

Thursday of this week. 
They’re fighting plans to 

cut jobs, courses and student 

places. 

The Cass is part of London 

Metropolitan University. 

Students at the Cass have 

been campaigning against 

plans to relocate the school 

to the university’s campus 

on Holloway Road in north 

London. 

The relocation would mean 

cuts to jobs and courses. 

The students are 

demanding that university 

ice chancellor John Raftery 

halt the selling of the east 

London campus until they 

have been consulted about 

the changes. 

Nick Clark 

@Protest—5pm, Thu 26 Nov, 

Holloway Rd, 

London N7 8DB 


< 
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Workers are now demand- 
ing a ballot from their Unison 
union. 

More strikes, backed by a 
campaign of civil disobedi- 
ence, can force the Labour 
council to back down. 

If the council starts remov- 
ing books from the threatened 
libraries campaigners should 
occupy to defend them. 
@Workers spoke in a personal 
capacity 


UNITE UNION 


Unite debates what 
next after union bill 


REPS IN the Unite union 
gathered in Brighton 
this week to discuss 
industrial strategy at its 
sector conferences. 

In a keynote speech on 
Monday, general secretary 
Len McCluskey slammed the 
Tories’ Trade Union Bill. 

He said, “The Tories 
are not going to put this 
movement or union out of 
business.” 

In response to a question, 
he said the union would 
support workers who broke 
the law and were victimised. 

Officials talked about the 
need to look for opportunities 
to coordinate disputes. 

Aerospace reps were 
debating Trident as Socialist 
Worker went to press. 

Activists attended a Unite 
the Resistance meeting on 
Monday of this week. 


TEACHERS AT Small Heath 
school in Birmingham 
struck on Wednesday of 
last week. It was workers’ 
fourth strike in their 
battle to stop the school 
becoming an academy. 
The NUT, NASUWT and 
ATL union members held 
big picket lines at the 
school’s four entrances. 
Parents visited pickets 
to show support. 
Teachers plan a fifth 
strike for 10 December. 
In a statement the 
unions said the school’s 
Interim Executive Board 
(IEB) has “continuously 
failed” to give assurances 
that it wouldn’t move 
towards academy status. 
They added that the 
IEB had “refused” talks at 
conciliation service Acas. 
“We can only conclude 
that the board has no 
interest in resolving the 
dispute,” they said. 
@Send messages of support to 
banut@btclick.com 


Teachers at Alfreton 
Grange Arts College in 
Derbyshire struck for 
three days last week. 

The NUT union members 
are fighting changes to the 
school timetable that bosses 
introduced in September. 

These involve extending 
the length of the school 
day, shorter breaks and 
nearly doubling the 
number of lessons. 

Over 200 people 
attended a public meeting 
over the changes. 

Workers were set to strike 
on Wednesday and Thursday 
of this week, and on 
1,2,3,8,9 and 10 December. 
@Send messages of support to 
info@derbyshirenut.org.uk 


Left candidates Kiri Tunks 
and Louise Regan have 
been elected to officer 
positions in the NUT union. 
Kiri Tunks was elected 
junior vice president 
and Louise Regan senior 
vice president. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


UCU UNION members 
at the Open University 
(OU) were set to strike on 
Wednesday of this week. 
They are fighting plans to 
close seven regional centres 
and slash around 500 jobs. 
Workers backed strikes by 
72 percent in a ballot. They 
plan to follow Wednesday’s 
national strike with a series 
of regional walkouts starting 
in Birmingham on Monday of 
next week. 
The centres earmarked 
for closure are Birmingham, 
Bristol, Cambridge, 
Gateshead, Leeds, London 
and Oxford. 

Send messages of 
support to ucu@open.ac.uk 


For details of the regional 
walkouts go to tinyurl.com/ 
nec2eyp 


MWorkers at the University 
of Manchester have voted 
overwhelmingly for strikes 
to save jobs. The UCU union 
members backed strikes by 
77 percent in a ballot. Some 
86 percent supported action 
short of a strike. 


@Around 60 delegates 
attended the Fighting Against 
Casualisation in Education 
(Face) campaign's national 
conference in London last 
weekend. 

Christina Paine 

More on socialistworker.co.uk 


Hundreds-strong march in 
Sheffield to save steel jobs 


ae DAVE SEWELL in Sheffield 


AROUND 500 steel workers 
marched through Sheffield 

last Saturday demanding 
government action to save jobs. 

Rob Middlemas has worked 
at Teesside’s Skinningrove 
works since he was 16 some 
38 years ago. He told Socialist 
Worker the closure of the 
nearby Redcar plant “has had 
a terrible effect”. 

“The cost of cleaning up the 
site will be enormous—that 
money would have been better 
spent keeping it running,” he 
said. 

Community, Unite and GMB 
union leaders, reps and Labour 
MPs spoke at an indoor rally. 
Workers loudly cheered those 
who called for nationalisation. 


USW union officials brought 
solidarity greetings from the 
US. And steel unions from all 
over Europe sent messages of 
support—some saying they 
feared their members could 
be next. 

Every speaker rightly 
slammed the Tories. But they 
insisted import controls on 
Chinese steel would protect 
the industry’s profits. 

This won't work, but it 
takes the onus off unions. As 
Community general secretary 
Roy Rickhuss put it, “The issues 
we face are out of our hands.” 

Scunthorpe steel worker Jan 
Davies told Socialist Worker, 
“Union leaders need to be clear 
that the solution won’t come 
from talking to top Tories but 
from getting members to play 
an active role.” 


Support junior 


doctors’ strike 


by TOMAS TENGELY-EVANS 


THE FIGHT for the NHS is 
on as junior doctors were 
set to walk out on Tuesday 
of next week in the first of 
three planned walkouts. 

The British Medical 
Association (BMA) mem- 
bers voted by 98 percent for 
strikes and 99 percent for 
action short of strikes, on a 
turnout of 76 percent. 

They are fighting Tory 
health secretary Jeremy 
Hunt’s plans to impose new 
contracts that would rip apart 
their terms and conditions 
and put patient safety at risk. 

Yannis Gourtsoyannis sits 
on the BMA’s junior doctors’ 
committee. He told Socialist 
Worker, “If you’re in a local 
trade union—in or out of the 
NHS—or a campaign, talk to 
your colleagues. 


Defend 


“We want you to support our 
picket lines and stand with 
junior doctors to defend the 
NHS.” 

Their fight is about more 
than just an up to 40 percent 
pay cut. Rory Hicks, a junior 
doctor from Manchester, 


~ 


i 


DOCTORS PROTEST in Birmingham earlier this month 


explained, “The NHS is at 
such a point that the new 
contracts would break us. 
“They would totally 
demoralise the workforce 
and push junior doctors out 
of the NHS. A demoralised 
and short-staffed workforce 
isn’t one that provides safe 
healthcare for patients.” 
Solidarity is beginning to 
pour in. A number of gen- 
eral secretaries of the Trade 
Union Coordinating Group 


Trans prisoner injustice 


VICKY THOMPSON, a 
21 year old transgender 
woman held in a male 
prison, was found dead 
on Friday of last week. 

Vicky, identified as a 
woman since her teens. 

She said she would 
take her own life 
unless moved from 
HM Prison Leeds. 

Ministry of Justice 
guidelines state that 
prisoners are placed 
according to their 
gender “as recognised 
by UK law”. 

But rules also have 
to take into account if 
a person is “sufficiently 
advanced their gender 


AN 
Vicky Thompson 
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reassignment process”. 
This gross injustice 

came on Transgender 

Day of Remembrance. 
Campaigners 

held a vigil in Leeds 

last Saturday. 


(TUCG) of left wing unions 
officially wrote to junior doc- 
tors pledging their solidarity. 

Ealing NUT teachers 
invited a junior doctor to 
their union branch meeting— 
others should do the same. 

Large picket lines on the 
day can boost doctors’ con- 
fidence—six pickets is a 
recommendation not a legal 
requirement. 

Labour has called for Acas 
talks without Hunt, but the 


More victims ‘could have been saved’ 


EARLIER medical 
intervention could 
have saved the lives of 
Hillsborough victims Jimmy 
Hennessey and Steven 
Fox, a court has heard. 
Some 96 Liverpool 
football fans died as a result 
of a crush at the Sheffield 
stadium in April 1989. 
Fresh inquests are hearing 
pathology and medical 
evidence into their deaths. 
The court also heard 
evidence that Jimmy and 
another victim, Carl Brown, 
were alive after 3.15pm. 
The inquests continue. 
Sadie Robinson 


For a longer version go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 


unions can’t afford to fudge 
this dispute. 

East London GP Jackie 
Turner said, “It’s really 
important that we all support 
the grassroots of the BMA so 
there’s pressure on the BMA 
hierarchy not to back down.” 

“Otherwise,” said Yannis, 
“the government will just 
step over the defeated car- 
cass of the BMA and come for 
other health workers next.” 

Doctors will only provide 
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“emergency cover” next 
Tuesday, followed by 
full walkouts on 8 and 
16 December. 

Every trade unionist and 
campaigner needs to build 
solidarity now—and put 
pressure on health unions to 
join the walkouts. 


More online 
| 


wv How to organise a picket 
line: bit.ly/IkRjOVe 
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Unions hold 
mass rally 
for Labour 


UP TO 1,500 people 
joined an indoor 
rally in central 
London last Saturday 
organised by the Trade 
Union Coordinating 
Group (TUCG). 

TUGG has organised 
a series of protests with 
others, including Unite 
the Resistance, against 
the Trade Union Bill. 

But the rally was 
more about getting 
behind the Labour 
Party’s new left leaders. 

As RMT union general 
secretary Mick Cash 
put it, “The whole 
movement needs to set 
aside its differences 
and unite—that’s why 
we've got to get behind 
Jeremy Corbyn.” 

PCS and FBU union 
general secretaries 


Mark Serwotka 


Mark Serwotka and 
Matt Wrack announced 
plans to launch Trade 
Union Momentum. 
Wrack said that this 
alliance could “fight 
to defend the Labour 
leadership and build 
a mass movement 
against austerity.” 
Labour shadow 
chancellor John 
McDonnell pledged 
to lead a campaign 
against council cuts. 
He said the anti-union 
laws should be defied 
and pledged support 
for the junior doctors. 
Disabled People 
Against Cuts (Dpac) 
activist Ellen Clifford 
praised the support 
Corbyn and McDonnell 
have given Dpac. But 
she argued, “Disabled 
people don’t have 
another five years 
to wait for a Labour 
government. 
“We have to unite, 
disobey and resist now.” 
Raymie Kiernan 
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